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430 Barton Drive, Orange

www.WDSELLS.com  

Sprawling 4BR, eat-in kitchen with granite; all updated.

RealEstate

Our signs are everywhere!

New Haven • Milford 
Woodbridge • Branford 

NEW PRICE

An Independent, Owned and Operated Franchisee of Real Living Real Estate, LLC

NEW LISTING

Regina Sauer  203-494-3421
q

Ross Cotjanle  203-401-1993

Young Lee  203-499-8259

We speak your language! Hablamos tu idioma 我們說你的語⾔ My govorim na vashem yazyke!
(Chinese) (Russian)

(Hindi)

ham aapakee bhaasha bolate hain!

Karen Bogdanoff 203-605-9275

Claire Sullivan  203-605-1943

List your home Happy , Healthy and Prosperous New Year!

Ross Cotjanle  203-401-1993

Rachel Anastasio  203-980-3283

 Jepson Island (Thimble), Branford

*SOLD BY Greg Robbins 203-464-0125

Is the 
water
calling
 you?

 
Then 

call us!

Heading to the water? Call us!

20 Seaview Avenue, Milford

*SOLD BY Frank D’Ostilio 203-641-7072

7A Harbour Village, Branford

LISTED BY Buddy DeGennaro  203-710-2548

15 Salt Meadow Lane #15, Branford

*SOLD BY Claire Sullivan  203-605-1943

188 Point Beach Rd, Milford

LISTED BY Rose Coppola  203-214-5955

16 Seabreeze Avenue #A, Milford
*SOLD BY Regina Sauer  203-494-3421

 16 Westmoor Rd., Milford

LISTED BY Frank D’Ostilio 203-641-7072

920 Ocean Ave., #E1, West Haven

*SOLD BY Regina Sauer 203-464-3421

Two Visions For CT 
Clash At Debate

LOGAN AND CABRERA FACE OFF IN HOT CONTEST

By Bettina Thiel 
Woodbridge Town News Correspondent

Two years after a very close election 
in 2018, from which Republican State 
Sen. George Logan eventually emerged 
as the winner, he and his Democratic 
challenger, George (Jorge) Cabrera, are 
engaged in a rematch for votes in the 
17th District. “This has been a year like 
no other and it has been a campaign 
like no other,” Sen. Logan said during 
his opening statement at an October 
15 debate, sponsored by the Hamden 
Regional Chamber of Commerce, in 
conjunction with the League of Wom-
en Voters of Hamden/North Haven 
and broadcast live on Facebook. “The 
Pandemic has changed all our lives in 
extraordinary ways.”

With a slim lead in a traditionally 
Democratic district, Logan spoke fast 
and with determination, using every 
one of the 90 seconds to develop a vi-

sion for Connecticut that would make 
it attractive to businesses and people 
in equal measure, all while trying to 
distinguish himself from his opponent. 
He talked about affordable access to 
resources, ranging from health care 
to education and jobs, as well as top-
ics typically embraced by Democrats, 
such as the preservation of natural 
resources, even embracing diversity 
and equity as fundamental values.

Cabrera meanwhile, a union organ-
izer, put the emphasis on the people, 
saying everyone he met with during 
the campaign was struggling in some 
fashion. “People are working really, 
really hard and they are not making 
it,” he said.

If elected, his focus would be on 
health care, jobs and worker’s protec-
tions during the pandemic, including 

George Logan Jorge Cabrera

See “17th District” On Page 11

Candidates In 114th Vow 
Advocacy For Local Communities

By Bettina Thiel 
Woodbridge Town News Correspondent

Residents of the 114th House dis-
trict this fall have a choice to fill the 
seat long held by Republican Themis 
Klarides, who is stepping aside after 20 
years in the House, rising through the 
ranks to the position of minority lead-
er. Vying to replace her are Republican 
Dan DeBarba, a healthcare executive, 
and Democrat Mary Welander, both 
Orange residents. The district encom-
passes Orange, Woodbridge, and Derby.

“I want to make sure our communi-
ty has an advocate on the state level,” 
Welander said in a phone conversation. 

“I want to work in partnership with the 
state, so that our town will get the 
funding we need.”

For DeBarba, the ultimate goal is 
to make sure the state is attractive 
enough for people to want to stay 
because they see job- and business 
opportunities, especially for young 
families like his children’s. “Regard-

less of how we got here we can’t come 
back [from the pandemic] in a bubble,” 
he said, adding that the state needs 
to be competitive in order to thrive. 

“We need to make sure the economy is 
growing,” he said. Like most Republi-
can candidates, he advocates for lower 
taxes, less wasteful spending and less 
burdensome regulations, although the 
latter does not include environmental 
regulation, which he supports.

For instance, he proposes to rein-
state tax credits for research and de-
velopment; he supports tax credits for 
manufacturers who offer apprentice-
ships. Growth should be the overriding 
goal. “The state needs to set a target 
growth,” he said, and “then we need to 
determine what changes would have 
to be made to reach that target.” For 
example, given the pandemic, the state 
should consider deferring implemen-
tation of the minimum wage raises, 

Mary Welander Dan DeBarba

See “State Rep” On Page 12
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Paid for by Re-elect Senator Logan, Ronald Swatt, Treasurer, Approved by George Logan.

State Senate 
LOGAN

GEORGE--RREEEELL
EECCTT

Working to Make Connecticut Affordable

• Protecting our Zoning
• Supporting Our Police
• Serving the people of the 17th District

Vote by mail, vote in person, but VOTE to keep 
George our State Senator

ReelectLogan.com

Couple Wants To Make Country 
Club A Novel Golf Destination

By Bettina Thiel 
Woodbridge Town News Correspondent

A chemical engineer in Hartford 
County, Timothy Vale, and his website 
designer wife, Patti, introduced a novel 
idea for the Country Club of Wood-
bridge to the Board of Selectmen last 
month. Their idea is to revive the golf 
course, but with a virtual component, 
allowing players to play partially on the 
physical course with its real challenges, 
and partially in a virtual reality.

Nexus Golf, as the enterprise would 
be called, would lease about 50 acres 
from the town’s Country Club property 
to accommodate a nine-hole course, 
which can be played as a full-size 18-
hole course thanks to the addition of 
simulator stations. The existing club 
house would be eliminated, they said, 
but the plan is to build a modern club-
house with glass and steel, overlooking 
the greenway.

The simulators would allow people 
not only to play a round a lot faster 
than on a traditional 18-hole course, 
but would also provide feedback about 
each shot they take. The virtual games 
would be partially played in sheds.

“It’s a solution the whole town can 
get behind,” Vale said, adding that it 
will attract younger players as well as 
those who want to improve their tech-

nique. The proposal would still allow 
the town to develop the rest of the 153-
acre property any way it likes, including 
a park with hiking trails, if it chooses.

The town would be getting regu-
lar income from the lease, Vale said, 
adding that according to his research, 
a fair market lease price would come 
in at just under $7,000 per month or 
$83,888 per year. The new golf course 
would rejuvenate the property, which 
at this point is minimally maintained 
by the town’s park crew, but many res-
idents complain about the property 
being overgrown and neglected.

The proposed course would not com-
pete with the neighboring Tradition 
Country Club at Oak Lane, he said, 
since it’s not designed to be a profes-
sional golf course. Their proposal is 
for a family-friendly activity, complete 
with food trucks, and maybe as a small-
scale musical entertainment venue and 
night golfing.

Introducing a fresh new concept 
is the only way to bring golf back to 
the property, Patti Vale said, adding 
that it would offer jobs for Woodbridge 
residents, “moms in particular.” “It’s a 
very new, patented idea,” Tim Vale add-
ed. They have no experience running 

See “Country Club” On Page 3
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Questions?  
Just call Judy! 
203-605-5128 

judy@judy-cooper.com 
Judy-Cooper.com  

1100  FFRRAASSEERR  RROOAADD  

JJUUDDYY  CCOOOOPPEERR    

JJUUSSTT  LLIISSTTEEDD  AANNOOTTHHEERR    
GGRREEAATT  HHOOMMEE  IINN  WWOOOODDBBRRIIDDGGEE  

Professional Standards Certified Specialist 
Accredited Buyer Representative 
Certified Negotiation Specialist  
Certified Residential Specialist 
Senior Real Estate Specialist 
Graduate Realtors Institute 

Distinctive, delightful, & well cared-for ranch on 2+acre 
lightly wooded corner lot in a desirable neighborhood. 
2,282 square feet  
3 Beds & 3.5 Baths 
Large livingroom with 
cathedral ceiling, ceiling 
fan, two-story windows,  
& new hardwood floors 
Remodeled eat-in  
kitchen with extensive  
St. Charles cabinetry,  
granite countertops, breakfast bar island, & stainless-
steel appliances including 5-burner range with hood 
Den with wood fireplace, built-ins, & cedar closet 
Master bedroom with dressing area & full en-suite 
with whirlpool tub, bidet, & tile shower with bench 
Large recreation room with fireplace in lower level 
Laundry room adjacent to kitchen with utility sink 
Composite deck in rear off formal dining room  
Large, stone patio with hot tub in rear 
4-car attached garage accessed from lower level 
Circular, paved & gated driveway with lamp posts 
Central air conditioning & 10-zone baseboard heat 

  RReemmaarrkkaabbllee  SSpprraawwlliinngg  RRaanncchh  
    OOffffeerreedd  aatt  $$447755,,000000 

A Whole Lotta Heart

330 Amity Road • Woodbridge
(203) 350-3260 • TheLindenAtWoodbridge.com

You can’t fight Mother Nature. 
But you can retire to a cozy place 

and tell her where to go.
Okay Mother Nature, here’s the deal: no matter what you throw at us, it will always be comfy and 

cozy at The Linden at Woodbridge. And our residents don’t have to clean up after you either.

Call (203) 350-3260 to schedule your complimentary lunch and tour. Sign by the last day 
of the month, and receive a two-year rent lock on any apartment you choose! 

(New residents only.)

a golf course, but they have an idea 
and enough entrepreneurial spirit to 
give it a shot.

A standard in the golf industry is 
that you need to record 24,000 rounds 
in order to turn a profit, and when 
it was still in operation, the Country 
Club of Woodbridge attracted as many 
as 30,000 rounds. But even if they do 
not immediately reach those numbers, 
they would be able to sustain the busi-
ness with as little as 22,000 rounds, 
he said, “because our expenses are 
so much lower.” Given that this is a 
9-hole course, they would be using less 
chemicals, less water and generally less 
maintenance.

Development would be in two phas-
es, starting in January 2021; with 
phase 2 starting in the fall of 2021. 
Phase 1, as he outlined in his pres-
entation, starts with a 13-acre lease 
for a 3-hole practice loop, four indoor 
simulators in a shed; and four outdoor 
simulators with netting; also an amphi-
theater with stadium seating; a snack 
shack and bar area; restrooms.

Renewing the sprinkler system and 
renovating the maintenance building 
are also part of this first phase. Con-
struction of the buildings would start 
in January 2021, and construction of 
the course next spring, mostly along 

the ridge parallel to Woodmont Road.
Phase 2 would start in August 

2021 with construction of the 9-hole 
golf course and two additional indoor 
simulators in a shed; and in October 
of next year, construction of a new 
clubhouse with wine tasting room and 
bar. The golf course would stretch out 
to the east and southern boundary of 
the property, including the pond, the 
sledding hill and hiking trails, should 
the town decide to install them.

The capital investment they are 
planning to make is $1.2 million for 
Phase 1, which they would pay out of 
pocket, Vale said. As for Phase 2, they 
envision a capital investment of $2.4 
million, for which they are looking for 
investors,” and some have shown in-
terest,” he said.

An all-virtual indoor golf club called 
Nexus Golf opened in New York City. 
But unlike that exclusive, members-on-
ly club, the Woodbridge facility would 
be open to anyone curious enough to 
try it out. “This is the best property 
for what we want to be doing,” Tim 
Vale said. “We know this is the future 
of golf and we are going to take golf 
into the future.”

Details have yet to be negotiated. 
Town Counsel Gerald Weiner said if 
the lease is for more than a year, it is 
treated as a sale and subject to a special 
town meeting.

“Country Club” From Page 2

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.
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Veteran’s Day 
Ceremony

Due to COVID-19, we are NOT 
gathering for our annual Veteran’s 
Day ceremony this year.  This somber 
ceremony, organized by local veteran 
Dr. Barry Josephs, is an important re-
minder of the sacrifice’s veterans have 
made for our country.  Veteran’s Day 
is an important day when we pause to 
honor the men and women who have 
served in our armed forces.

To paraphrase former President 
Ronald Reagan, some people live an 
entire lifetime, and wonder if they 
have ever made a difference in the 
world, but our veterans do not have 
that problem.  They HAVE made a dif-
ference.  On behalf of the Town, I ex-
tend our deepest thanks and gratitude 
to all our veterans and their families.

Town Hall Appointments
We opened Town buildings for 

in-person appointments beginning 
on Monday, October 26, 2020.  Our 
doors will remain locked, and folks 
will be allowed in only by appoint-
ment.  For several months during the 
pandemic, Town staff did a wonderful 
job of being creative and providing 
all needed services to our residents.  
Now, as we enter the colder months, 
it is important that we give people the 
opportunity to come in from the cold 
and meet face-to-face if and when ab-
solutely necessary.  I believe that most 
residents have been satisfied with 
meeting staff at the door, or picking 
up and dropping off paperwork, but 
there are certainly instances where 
something may be more complicated 
and not easily handled in a very quick 
interaction.

Masks and social distancing remain 
mandatory, and we have added hand 
sanitizing stations at the main entries 
to our buildings.

The Town Library will re-open for 
browsing during limited hours begin-
ning on Thursday, November 5, 2020 
on Tuesdays 11-3, Thursdays 4-7 and 
Fridays 1-4.

There are no plans to resume in-per-
son meetings or allow outside groups 
to use Town buildings at this time.  
We are keeping a watchful eye on the 
coronavirus numbers.  They have been 
rising statewide and locally as well.  We 
have had 8 new cases reported over the 
past month.  None of these cases were 
from nursing homes or extended care 
facilities – all were from private resi-
dences.  We remain in constant contact 
with the Quinnipiac Valley Health Dis-
trict, and will advise the public if the 
need for operational changes becomes 
necessary.

Please continue to social distance, 
wash your hands and wear a mask!  If 

you are out in our Town, and you see 
someone not wearing a mask please 
ask them politely to put a mask on.  If 
you feel uncomfortable asking, please 
call the police non-emergency number: 
203-387-2511 for further assistance.  
WE ALL MUST TAKE RESPONSIBIL-
ITY TO KEEP EACH OTHER SAFE.

Cell Tower Update
In mid-July the Town was notified 

of a proposed private transaction be-
tween residents at 118 Newton Road 
and Cellco Partnership DBA Verizon 
Wireless, of their intent to construct 
a new cell tower at 118 Newton Road 
in Woodbridge to “fill existing wireless 
service gaps.”

Under Connecticut State Statutes, 
cell towers are specifically exempt from 
local Zoning Ordinances and are sole-
ly under the jurisdiction of the State 
Siting Council.  The Town Plan and 
Zoning Commission and the Board 
of Selectmen have no authority to 
approve or disapprove the cell tower.

The Town of Woodbridge NEV-
ER asked for, proposed, or had any-
thing to do with, erecting this tower 
in our Town.

I believe that this cell tower does 
NOT belong in a residential neighbor-
hood, and we are constantly working 
to seek an alternate location that pro-
vides the needed service, but does not 
impact any residential neighborhood 
in our Town.

At our Regular Meeting on Octo-
ber 14, the Board of Selectmen voted 
unanimously against the construction 
of the proposed cell tower at this loca-
tion.  We also voted unanimously to 
speak with an attorney familiar with 
cases such as this, to advise the Board 
as how to prevent the construction 
of the tower in a residential area in 
Town.  On October 22, 2020, the Board 
voted unanimously to hire Attorney 
Ira Bloom to assist the Town and the 
Board in this matter.  I will continue 
to keep residents updated on this very 
important matter.

Halloween
In normal times, Halloween is a 

wonderful and fun-filled event for 
everyone.  Please follow the CDC 
Guidelines regarding this holiday to 
stay safe and prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.  I personally would rec-
ommend against door to door trick or 
treating, as it is hard to maintain safe 
social distancing, does not minimize 
contact with non-household mem-
bers, and sharing candy and/or food 
is obviously quite risky.  The Town has 

See “First Selectman” On Page 17

From the First Selectman by Beth Heller

News & Notes From 
Massaro Community Farm

We are pleased that so many people 
have taken advantage of the outdoor 
events and activities we’ve offered 
during the month of October. Even 
though you will see less of us over 
the next few months, we’ll contin-
ue to hold activities as long as it is 
feasible. Farm products, both from 
our own fields and from nearby farms, 
will continue to be for sale through 
our online store (as long as there is 
demand) while we plan for another 
robust season in 2021. Event regis-
tration is on Eventbrite.com unless 
otherwise stated.

Youth Explorers Program: 
New Session Added

Registration is open for the sec-
ond session of our popular outdoor 
Explorers program, Sundays from 
11:30am-1:30pm. The current series 
began October 18 and will run through 
December 6 and you may pay pro rata 
for the number of weeks your child can 
attend. Geared for children ages 6-11. 
Participants will identify animal tracks 
on the trail, build a survival shelter, 
enjoy safe time by the fire, learn about 
native plant use, observe the change 
in seasons, and understand how our 
lives impact the planet’s health. Class 
size is limited to eight (8) participants 
to enable social distancing.

Fall Adult Workshop: 
Medicinal Oils and Herbs 
with Mary Claire Whelan

There are only a few spots left for 
this medicinal herb class on Satur-
day, November 14 from 2:00-4:00pm. 
Herbal oils and salves are a wonderful 
and easy way to integrate plant-based 
health and wellness into your life. Join 
Massaro farmer Mary Claire Whelan 
as she describes some of the medic-
inal herbs growing around the farm. 
Together, you’ll create your very own 
topical preparations. Great for begin-
ning herbalists and those looking to 
start integrating plant-based wellness 
practices into their lives. Everyone will 
return home with 1 jar of medicinal oil 
and 1 tin of homemade salve. Dress for 
outdoor seasonal weather and please 
wear a mask. $30/pp.

Registration Opens 
For Our 2021 Seasonal 
Vegetable Subscription

We know that next spring seems 
a long way off. But for those of you 
wanting to enjoy a weekly share of 

organic vegetables from our farm, sub-
scribing now supports the CSA (Com-
munity Supported Agriculture) model. 
When you sign up now, you provide 
us with the cash we need to purchase 
equipment and supplies, allowing 
Farmer Steve to plan more efficiently 
for the growing season. This past year, 
we experienced a 20% growth in CSA 
customers and even had to turn some 
folks away. You can secure your 2021 
CSA subscription now with a deposit 
of as little as $100; flexible payment 
plans are available. In the meantime, 
you can enjoy a selection of winter 
crops through our online store. Pric-
ing for 10-or 20-week CSA shares and 
descriptions of what’s in a share can be 
found on our website: MassaroFarm.
org/join-our-CSA.

Recent Grant Awards
The farm is the recipient of two 

grant awards that will further im-
prove our infrastructure. First, we 
were awarded a grant from National 
Resource Conservation Service (a divi-
sion of USDA) for work to be complet-
ed over the next 24 months. This award 
covers installation of a new drainage 
swale in our largest field on the North 
side of the farm, for the planting of 
native perennials on the slope adjacent 
to our recent parking addition, for an 
improved gravel driveway behind the 
produce wash station and for anoth-
er high tunnel. The second award is 
from the Connecticut Department of 
Agriculture and would support the 
purchase of a new solar-powered chick-
en coop to house up to 300 chickens, 
along with egg washing and storage 
facilities. We plan to add a chicken 
operation to the farm in 2021 to per-
manently make fresh eggs a part of our 
offerings. Each of these grants would 
require matching funds.

Massaro Community Farm is a non-
profit, certified organic community farm 
on 57 acres of land whose mission is to 
keep farming, feed people, and build 
community. In addition to growing 
vegetables for seasonal subscribers, the 
farm donates thousands of pounds each 
year to hunger relief. The farm serves 
as a hub of education for all ages and 
shares its space with the community. The 
farm’s nature trail is open to the public 
365 days a year. For more information, 
visit our website at www.MassaroFarm.
org or contact Executive Director Caty 
Poole at 203-736-8618.

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.
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PERSONAL AND BUSINESS TAX RETURNS
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

IRS AND STATE REPRESENTATION
TAX PLANNING

BUSINESS FEASIBILITY STUDIES
NON-PROFIT EXEMPTIONS

MICHAEL J. PAOLINI, CPA

Woodbridge 6th Grader 
to Join Kid Reporters

On September 28th Scholastic Kids 
Press announced that Luke Lamour, a 
6th grader from Woodbridge, CT will 
join this award-winning team of Kid 
Reporters, ages 10–14, who report 

“news for kids, by kids.”
During the 2020–2021 program 

year, Luke will interview newsmak-
ers from his community and share 
the perspectives of his peers on the 
2020 U.S. presidential election and 
other issues that matter most to young 
people today. Kid Reporter stories are 
published on the Scholastic Kids Press 
website, and featured in select issues 

of Scholastic Classroom Magazines, 
which reach more than 25 million stu-
dents nationwide.

Over the past two decades, Kid Re-
porters have made headlines covering 
major national and world events and 
interviewing influential figures, in-
cluding conservationist Jane Goodall, 
Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden, 
composer Lin-Manuel Miranda, 
award-winning author Jason Reyn-
olds, and Supreme Court Justice So-
nia Sotomayor, in addition to United 
States presidents Barack Obama and 
Donald J. Trump.

Achievements
SUNY Delhi

Delhi, NY - Jacob Noble of Orange 
(MESA HIGH SCHOOL) is one of more 
than 950 students who began their 
college careers at SUNY Delhi in Au-
gust 2020. Noble is pursuing a degree 
in Nursing.

Enrollments
Eastern Connecticut 
State University

Willimantic, CT - More than 1,150 
first-time and transfer students en-
rolled at Eastern Connecticut State 
University for the fall 2020 semester. 
Among the new Eastern students is 
Solangeline Williams of Woodbridge, 
a full-time freshman who is majoring 
in Social Work.

Graduations
Hofstra University

Hempstead, NY - About 2,000 Hof-
stra University students earned their 

undergraduate, graduate, or law de-
grees this spring and summer. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, virtual 
commencement ceremonies were held 
on August 23, 2020. The following 
Woodbridge residents were among the 
graduates: Victoria Staniewicz earned 
a Bachelor of Business Administration 
in Marketing and Kayla Wuestefeld 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Film Stud-
ies & Production.

Stonehill College
Easton, MA - Julia Healey, of Wood-

bridge, graduated with the Class of 
2020 during a virtual Commencement 
Ceremony this summer at Stonehill 
College. Initially scheduled for Sunday, 
May 17 with a traditional in-person 
format but knocked off course by COV-
ID-19, Stonehill’s 69th Commencement 
finally took place on Saturday, August 
8 making history as the College’s first 
virtual Commencement and the first 
ever held in August.

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

STUDENT NEWSSTUDENT NEWS

Attention Teachers!
We want to know what’s going on in your classroom!
Let us know about any fun activities or holiday projects. 

You can also send us your pictures. 
(Parental consent required)
Woodbridge  Town News

P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477 • edit@WoodbridgeTownNews.com
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From Across the Aisle by Chuck Pyne
WRTC Chairman

Can A Person Get 
A Little Info?

Two hot issues have appeared on 
the Woodbridge scene of late, yet in-
formation from Town Hall has been 
meager, at best. We are a small town 
and when events occur that cause our 
residents to mobilize or otherwise ask 
a LOT of questions, our local leaders, I 
respectfully submit, have an obligation 
to keep us informed. Instead, we have 
been left in the dark.

The first topic is the proposed cell 
tower to be erected on private prop-
erty on Soundview Drive. Verizon 
approached the property owner due 
to the desirable elevated location and 
the amount of open space available on 
the property. The Town was notified of 
this proposal in mid-July. It was weeks 
before the neighbors became aware 
of it. That’s not good communication. 
Whether one believes the tower should 
go there or not is not the issue here. 
The problem is that the current admin-
istration sat on the information and 
did not inform the neighbors let alone 
the town as a whole. In fact, concerned 
neighbors sent a mailer at their own 
expense to every address in town with 
more information than has been pro-
vided to residents to date. That’s cer-
tainly not the transparency our local 
leadership has promised over and over.

The second topic with even a poten-
tially broader impact on Woodbridge 
is the submission of a zoning variance 
for the 1.5-acre, single-family property 
at 2 Orchard Road. The potential buyer 
of the property is asking for a variance 
to erect a 4-family unit on the parcel. 
But this is no ordinary application. It 
is a 145-page document that not only 
sets the stage to attempt to nullify 
our single-family 1.5 or 2-acre zon-
ing system town-wide, but also uses 
terms including “exclusionary,” “illegal-
ly limiting multi-family opportunities,” 

“segregation” and “discriminatory.” The 
things being said about our town are 
terrible! While our First Selectman 
may be limited in what can be said in 
public about a pending application, it is 
certainly within her rights, and indeed 
her obligation, to defend the town and 
explain the basis for the zoning we 
have today. So, let us look, briefly, at 
the actual history of our zoning laws.

Our current zoning laws were first 
adopted in 1932. Stated in the first par-

agraph: “For the purpose of promoting 
the health, safety and general welfare 
of the community; for the purpose of 
lessening congestion in the streets; for 
the purpose of securing safety from 
fire, panic and other dangers; for the 
purpose of preserving the overcrowd-
ing of land and avoiding undue concen-
tration of population; for the purpose 
of facilitating adequate provision of 
transportation, water, sewage, schools, 
parks and other public requirements; 
for the purpose of conserving the value 
of the buildings and encouraging the 
most appropriate use of land through-
out the town.”

To be sure, there have been changes 
since 1932, but the foundational ideas 
have served our community well. They 
are not discriminatory in nature, far 
from it. They are practical and stated 
clearly. In most of Woodbridge the 
house lots lack access to public wa-
ter or public sewage treatment. Con-
sequently, larger lots are needed to 
accommodate the health and safety 
demands of septic systems and private 
wells. Conversely, in lower Woodbridge, 
where lots are smaller, public water 
and sewer are generally available. Our 
First Selectman can provide further 
detail on the zoning requirements to 
accommodate private wells and sep-
tic systems. The point is every Wood-
bridge resident should be informed on 
this issue and be able to defend our 
Town from the baseless accusations 
made in the application. I have spoken 
to the First Selectman twice on this 
issue thus far and she told me this ap-
plication came as a complete surprise 
to her the day of the press conference 
held by the applicant’s attorneys at our 
Town Hall. But from that day forward 
there should have been a stream of 
information about this issue available 
to all residents. While I am sure none 
of us consider ourselves segregation-
ists, we do need facts to nullify the 
damage to the Town’s reputation such 
accusations bring.

Going forward, we request as much 
transparency as is humanly possible 
(without harming the Town’s position 
to defend itself legally when required) 
on issues that may impact our Town’s 
finances, schools, taxes and general 
quality of life.

From The Woodbridge 
Democratic Town Committee

By Laurence Grotheer
I saw an editorial cartoon recently 

that for me, perfectly captured the 
plight of this nation at this year’s po-
litical crossroads. The drawing had op-
posing, side-by-side panels: on the left 
Democrats were together to support 
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris. One of 
the signs read, “Us!”

The right-side panel showed Repub-
licans supporting Trump. The sign in 
that crowd read, “Me!”

Local Republican candidates Logan, 
DeBarba, Streicker, and Southworth 
have yet to explain how fealty to their 
running mate, Donald Trump – and 
today’s “me first” Republican party 

– reflects the best interests of Wood-
bridge and its residents.

Consider their qualifications. In 
2016 George Logan emerged from the 
executive suite of a utility company to 
consistently tow the Republican line 
in Hartford, with unilateral support 
for restrictive public policy. Both Dan 
DeBarba and Margaret Streicker still 
spend their professional energies in 
New York, with no public service re-
cord in Connecticut whatsoever. Mike 
Southworth has had to publicly apolo-
gize for a years-long trail of repugnant, 
misogynist social media posts.

How can voters realistically ex-
pect these candidates to repre-
sent the pressing needs of Wood-
bridge families?

The Democratic slate features Jorge 
Cabrera, who spends every day help-
ing hardworking Connecticut families, 
Mary Welander, who serves Orange 
residents on its Board of Education 
and in two other leadership posi-
tions, U.S. Rep. Rosa DeLauro, who 
has worked effectively, and with dis-
tinction, on behalf of this district for 
decades, and Senator James Maroney, 
previously a state Representative, who 
works professionally helping students 
prepare for college.

Beyond their failure to bridge this 
qualifications gap, the Republican can-
didates remain unwilling to condemn 
the excesses of their running mate, 
Donald Trump. Their silence makes 
them complicit; they must therefore 
be held accountable.

Some Democrats think the worst 
feature of these Trump years has 
been converting the Oval Office into 
an ATM, through which Trump and 
his family reap huge financial re-
wards. Others think the worst thing 
is Trump’s blatant, almost boastful 
immorality: his admitted assaults on 
women, his incessant lying, and his 
ongoing failure – still, after all these 

months – to protect Americans from 
the worst pandemic in 100 years.

In some circles people are out-
raged by Trump’s determination to 
concentrate wealth among the already 
wealthy with contemptable tax cuts for 
billionaires and jaw-dropping, corona-
virus relief giveaways to corporations.

None of this seems to bother Logan, 
DeBarba, Streicker, nor Southworth, 
however. They remain eager to sell 
this current Republican brand with no 
questions asked. I, therefore, question 
their suitably to serve.

I believe some of the worst of all 
Trump’s crimes are committed against 
the very nature of this nation. I con-
demn Trump’s utter contempt for 
the government he leads, the people 
it serves, and laws of the land. I’m 
ashamed of how he devalues the Unit-
ed States on the world stage, mocking 
allies and dealing amicably with dic-
tators. I cringe at how Trump makes 
hate fashionable, literally dividing 
Americans by race, religion, economic 
standing, immigration status, gender, 
political affiliation, sexual orientation, 
and language spoken – contradicting 
the very name of this nation.

I believe Democrats will reverse 
these destructive trends undermining 
American society. I believe Democratic 
candidates Cabrera, Welander, DeLau-
ro, and Maroney will help restore civil-
ity, trust, reason, and predictability to 
this state and to this nation.

Perhaps U.S. Rep. Jahana Hayes 
(CT-5) put it best last week, the day 
after her virtual campaign event was 
hacked and terrorized by racists and 
their hateful invective. “I am tired, 
completely and utterly tired. No, actu-
ally I’m exhausted,” Rep. Hayes wrote. 

“It does not mean that I am broken, or 
that I will give up. It does not mean 
that I do not love my country or rec-
ognize that one person does not speak 
for the majority.” And then Rep. Hayes 
quoted Edmund Burke, ‘“the only 
thing necessary for the triumph of 
evil, is for good people to do nothing.’”

This week, Woodbridge voters can 
act decisively to restore logic, reason, 
stability, and decency to this state and 
this nation, and put to rest the bom-
bast of these past four years. A vote for 
the entire Democratic slate is a vote 
for “us” – to improve conditions for all.

Laurence Grotheer is the current 
chairman of the Woodbridge Democratic 
Town Committee. His experience includes 
more than 20 years in state and municipal 
government working professionally, in 
appointed positions, and in elected office.

“The vote is the most powerful nonviolent tool we have.” — JOHN LEWIS

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.
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Dan DeBarba
VOTE

Leadership • Compassion • Results

• More than three decades of Healthcare Leadership 
  and Financial Management

• Former President of Norwalk and Danbury Hospitals

• Certified Public Accountant and Small Business Owner

Experience and Leadership

• Former Medic, Connecticut Army National Guard

• State Budget - Address Connecticut’s very real budget crisis in an open, honest and serious manner.

- Rebuild our state economy by supporting pro-business policies and investment.• Economy 

 - Defend local control of  the Woodbridge, Orange and Derby school systems. .• Education

 -   Protect Connecticut by creating a long term statewide plan to combat future health crises.• Healthcare

  

We Can and Will Do Better

 With your support, I’ll bring three decades 

 of healthcare leadership,  balancing 

 multi-million dollar budgets and bringing 

 people together to meet serious challenges

 and solve real problems.

  

ENDORSED REPUBLICAN AND INDEPENDENT PARTY CANDIDATE

Dan and his loving Family

rd TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3

Paid for by DeBarbaForStateRep, Judy Szewczyk, Treasurer. Approved by Dan DeBarba

DeBarbaForStateRep.com

Endorsed by Themis Klarides
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CT State Police Union Endorses 

DeBarba for State Rep.
The Connecticut State Police Union 

has endorsed Dan DeBarba for State 
Representative of the 114th district. 
In its endorsement letter, the State 
Police Union credited both DeBarba’s 

“support for public safety” and his “sup-
port of the safety of our police officers” 
as the most significant factors driving 
their decision to back his campaign.

Not many candidates running for 
office have received an endorsement 
from the Connecticut State Police Un-
ion. Upon receiving the endorsement, 
DeBarba said, “I am honored to be one 
of the few candidates for State Repre-
sentative to receive the endorsement 

of the Connecticut State Police Union. 
We must never forget to support those 
who risk their lives each and every day 
to keep us safe and secure. Thank you 
to the State Police for placing their 
trust in me just as my family and I 
place our trust in them.”

DeBarba is a longtime resident of 
Orange and has three children who 
have all graduated from Amity High 
School. DeBarba is the former presi-
dent of Norwalk and Danbury Hospi-
tals and is currently the Chief Finan-
cial Officer of a large health system in 
New York. Additionally, he and his wife, 
Lynn, own a small business in the area.

DeBarba Outlines Challenges 
of Next Legislative Session

Three or potentially four (if the ACA 
is struck down) colliding challenges 
will make the next legislative session 
an extraordinarily difficult one. They 
are as follows:

1. the weakness of Connecticut’s 
pre-COVID structural finances – 
we have overtaxed, overspent and 
overborrowed, leaving our state in 
a very difficult position;

2. the horrible impact that COV-
ID-19 has had upon our state’s 
economy leading to significant un-
employment and business closure 
and interruption;

3. the severe lack of Connecticut’s 
competiveness with other states 

– the stark reality is that Connect-
icut’s attempt to recover econom-
ically will not be in a vacuum – we 
will need to compete with other 
states and Connecticut performed 
terribly in the post Great Reces-
sion recovery (2009 to 2019); and

4. the health care challenges that 
our state will face if the Afforda-
ble Care Act is struck down and 
a replacement plan isn’t passed 
that reasonably preserves Medic-
aid eligibility levels, pre-existing 
conditions protection, up to age 26 
health insurance protection, and 
functioning health exchanges and 
marketplaces.

In order to seriously face these 
challenges, the Connecticut legislature 
will need to be aggressive and bold. It 
must not do what it has done for the 
four decades under one party control 

- mainly presiding over Connecticut’s 
economic deterioration. Our state sen-
ators and representatives must do the 
following:

1. Understand that this a battle 
with other states that can be 
won or lost;

2. Refrain from tax increases as they 
make our state less competitive 
and drive out job creators;

3. Make sweeping reforms and elimi-
nate regulations that hamper busi-
ness growth and much needed in-
vestment in our cities and towns;

4. Aggressively reduce spending in all 
non-essential areas without regard 
to special interests;

5. Collaborate with the state’s work-
force and its representation to 
identify and eliminate waste and 
reduce costs;

6. Expand the use of nonprofit organ-
izations to deliver state services, 
implementing broad based tech-
nology solutions, cutting duplica-
tive state functions, eliminating 
overtime and ending the running 
up of pension calculations;

7. Stop passing the buck to local mu-
nicipalities further burdening the 
residents of Connecticut who are 
already paying too much in prop-
erty taxes;

8. Select an agreed upon econom-
ic growth target and take all the 
necessary steps to achieve this 
target; and

9. Form a bipartisan health task-
force to deal with the uninsured 
patient population that Connect-
icut’s hospitals and physicians will 
likely encounter if the Affordable 
Care Act is struck down without 
an appropriate replacement.

We must all remember that these 
are unprecedented times and they re-
quire unprecedented action to achieve 
success and prosperity. The status 
quo will not work and many of those 
residents who can leave Connecti-
cut will do so if we don’t change our 
ways. It is not too late if we make the 
right choices.

Logan Endorsed for Re-Election 
by Derby Police Union

On October 5, 2020, the Derby Po-
lice Union publicly endorsed Senator 
Logan in his bid for reelection as State 
Senator for the 17th District. By letter 
to Senator Logan, PTL Frank DeAnge-
lo, the union’s President, wrote, “Our 
membership believes that you have 
demonstrated through your words 
and actions a comprehensive under-
standing of the challenges facing police 
officers in their everyday duties, as well 
as the new challenges introduced in the 

wake of the flawed police accountabili-
ty bill.” The letter recognized the great 
need for legislators like Senator Logan 
who support the police and the safety 
they provide to our communities. Sen-
ator Logan commented, “The police are 
an important institution necessary for 
our safety and our liberty. They need 
our support to do the job that we ask 
them to do. I’m pleased the Derby Po-
lice Union knows I support them and 
will continue to support them.”

Logan Endorsed by the Police 
Officers Association of CT

On October 12, 2020, the Police 
Officers Association of Connecticut 
(“POACT”) endorsed State Senator 
George Logan in his bid for reelection 
of the state’s 17th Senatorial District.

Sargent Kris J. Engstrand, a mem-
ber of POACT’s advisory board, wrote, 

“Our endorsement is based upon your 
support on the public safety issues 
that affect the citizens of Connecti-
cut, and on your commitment to fair 
working conditions for the men and 
women in blue who put their lives on 
the line each day to protect and serve 

our communities.”
POACT was founded to “...bring all 

police officers together, regardless of 
union affiliation, to be a strong and 
unified voice in public policy and 
legislation.”

“POACT is the third police organiza-
tion to endorse my candidacy. I can’t 
tell you how much it means to me that 
our public safety officers know and 
appreciate my work at the Capitol. I 
can assure them and the public that 
I know and appreciate their work, as 
well,” said, Senator Logan.

WTN LETTERS POLICY
Submit your letters for our "From Our Readers" section to:
Woodbridge Town News, P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477

or email: letters@woodbridgetownnews.com.
Please limit letters to 500 words and include a daytime phone number in 
case we have any questions. Letters must be exclusive to the Woodbridge 

Town News for publication. We reserve the right to reject any letter.

FROM OUR READERSFROM OUR READERS
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Welander Has Remained 
Silent on School 
Regionalization

In Connecticut right now, one very 
serious challenge our communities 
face is the threat of forced school re-
gionalization. Hartford politicians 
have used events of the last few 
months including the pandemic of 
COVID 19 to advocate for schools to 
be regionalized based on their probate 
court district lines. This poses a signif-
icant threat to the Amity School Sys-
tem and our other fine local schools 
as it would dissolve our great school 
district that has already regionalized. 
The intent of this proposal is clear, 
the goal is to wrest control from com-
munities, towns, and school boards 
that are tied to parents and students, 
and instead grant sweeping power to 
paternalistic bureaucrats in Hartford 
to make decisions for them.

Democrat, Mary Welander, has re-
mained silent on this issue, as she also 
has on other vital issues concerning 
public education in the state of Con-
necticut, including the utilization of 
resource officers in our public schools. 
Welander’s silence raises concerns on 
how responsive she would be to her 
constituents were she to be elected. 
The residents of these towns who are 
concerned about maintaining their 
influence over the education their 
children receive deserve to know how 
Welander stands on such an important 
issue. Welander’s seeming inability to 
take a solid stance on issues expands 
beyond education and she has been 
unable to clarify to Connecticut voters 
if she would support the radical policy 
of defunding the police either.

Sixty percent of businesses have 
closed in Connecticut due to the recent 
pandemic; this has greatly impacted 
small businesses, their owners, and 
employees. Despite the importance 
of this toward our local economy and 
the numerous local residents whose 
livelihood depends upon these busi-
nesses reopening, Mary Welander has 
offered no opinions on these matters.

Welander’s opponent, Dan DeBar-
ba, has been candid on his feelings 
about the issues. He supports con-
tinuing the use of school resource 
officers and while he understands 
there are advantages to school dis-
tricts collaborating, he supports edu-
cational decisions to be made locally, 
by communities most impacted, not 
by distant authorities in Hartford with 
minimal ties to the community as a 
whole. Dan DeBarba supports public 
safety by opposing the defunding of 
the police and believes that smarter 
solutions exist to build a more just 
and equitable Connecticut. DeBarba 
is a small business owner and carries 
the endorsement of the NFIB, who are 
confident that he will be friendly to 
our small businesses and help them 
through these trying times.

If Welander wants to earn the sup-
port of her prospective constituents 
she must be more open on such issues. 
As of now, we know where DeBarba 
stands, while Welander obfuscates her 
positions to the voters and appears to 
stand for very little, and would likely 
be yet another rubber stamp for power 
elites in Hartford at the expense of 
our local community.
Deb Brutsche 

Klarides Endorses 
DeBarba

After 22 years of service as a mem-
ber of the Connecticut House of Repre-
sentatives, you may know that I’ve de-
cided not to run for reelection in 2020. 
While I will greatly miss representing 
the great people of Woodbridge, Or-
ange and Derby, I am very excited to 
support Dan DeBarba as your next 
State Representative. A longtime res-
ident of Orange and lifetime resident 
of our state, Dan is well-acquainted 
with the struggles facing middle class 
families in Connecticut. If elected, I 
know he will put petty politics aside 
and do what is right for the residents 
of our district and the entire state of 
Connecticut.

Connecticut’s economic difficulties 
were apparent prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic and have been exasperated 
by the pandemic shutdown. More than 
ever, Connecticut needs lawmakers 
with the financial experience to make 
sound economic decisions and the 
leadership experience to find balance 
between state competitiveness and an 
appropriate safety net. Dan’s record of 
accomplishments as a certified public 
accountant and health care executive 
make him eminently qualified to help 
Connecticut at this time of crisis.

In many ways, Dan’s humble be-
ginnings shaped him into the indus-
trious man he is today. He joined the 
Connecticut Army National Guard and 
worked as a medic to serve his country 
and to afford the cost of attending 
UCONN. He took a year off before 
college to save money and worked 
two jobs throughout his college years. 
While at UCONN, Dan met his wife 
Lynn, a nursing student from Orange 
at the time. Like so many, they both 
worked hard to pay the rent, save for 
a house, pay the mortgage and raise 
three children.

Before he served as Chief Financial 
Officer of a New York multi-hospital 
organization, Dan was the President 
of both Norwalk Hospital and Dan-
bury Hospital. These qualifications 
give him a unique perspective on the 
challenges faced by healthcare profes-
sionals and their families. With these 
qualifications, Dan’s readiness to serve 
Connecticut is plain to see.

Dan was resilient as a young man 
in the face of financial hardship. He 
collected a decade’s worth of finan-
cial experience as a certified public 

accountant and achieved much success 
as a healthcare executive advocating 
for patients, physicians and frontline 
staff. Dan is committed to public ser-
vice and wants to bring these expe-
riences to bear upon Connecticut’s 
problems at this critical time in our 
state’s history. It is for these reasons 
that I am proud to endorse Dan De-
Barba for State Representative in the 
114th District, and I urge my support-
ers to join me in voting for Dan on 
November 3rd.
State Representative Themis Klarides

Vote to Protect Local 
Zoning Rules

A few weeks ago, I was reading 
“The Biden Plan For Investing In Our 
Communities Through Housing.” Their 
idea is to “Eliminate local and state 
housing regulations that perpetuate 
discrimination.” Yes. Discrimination 
is a terrible, unjust and illegal practice. 
It continues, “Exclusionary zoning has 
for decades been strategically used to 
keep people of color and low-income 
families out of certain communities.” 
Wait, what? What is exclusionary zon-
ing? Isn’t zoning race-neutral by law?

I thought zoning regulations 
broadly concern rules of land use. 
How, what, and where structures may 
or may not be built. Areas deemed 
Residential. Commercial. Industrial. 
Conformity to standards that have 
naturally evolved over time to best 
suit unique, local community needs 
through thoughtful service of repre-
sentative Commissions. Now, on the 
other hand, what zoning regulations 
do not do, and cannot do, is ordain 
who lives where, and who owns what. 
That would amount to unlawful dis-
crimination.

An outside coalition has presented 
us with a 145pp. application to amend 
our town-wide residential zoning reg-
ulations to allow low-income, mul-
ti-family rental units. Their petition to 
TPZ is signed by Open Communities 
Alliance and a representative of Yale 
Law School. They’ve purchased 2 Or-
chard Road, a single-family home in 
our Residence District A Zone, and 
intend to spend quite a bit converting 
the home into 4 apartments. If their 
application is successful, they look 
forward to repeating this model all 
over town. Easy, then only a simple 
permit will be needed! Goodbye, single 
family zoning!

The problem of lack of low-income 
housing is a symptom of the larger 
problem of low incomes. The solution 
is not artificially social-engineering 
Woodbridge by skin color. That would 
be a discriminatory process that not 
only insultingly assumes inability for 
self-achievement, as well as a false, 
disempowering need for dependency, 
but also does nothing to create proven 
conditions for success. Prior to the 
Pandemic, unemployment was at an 

all-time low and low incomes were 
rising. Through effective Republican 
leadership, the economy was booming 
in a way that was growing opportunity 
for every American.

Simply moving to a different zip 
code does not confer success. Pro-
moting and rewarding individual ex-
cellence does. Our residents are not 
successful because of our zip code, 
rather home ownership is a by-product 
of sustained well-directed effort that 
anyone can model and foster in others. 
That opportunity has no geographical 
or personal restrictions.

I refuse to apologize for our zoning. 
Our town reflects our unique culture 
over centuries, and welcomes all eth-
nicities and faiths. Our population is 
diverse in background and occupation.

Politically, the Republicans have 
repealed the destructive AFFH rule, 
which took away decision-making 
from local communities and enabled 
federal overreach into zoning. The 
Biden Administration will undo that 
action, and promises legislation that 
withholds block grants for things like 
road improvement if our zoning isn’t 

“compliant.” They will invest in elimi-
nating “sprawl.” What’s that, exactly? 
Us, again? If Woodbridge is “sprawl,” 
I like our sprawl.

Vote Republican.
Randi Fiorello

Mary Welander 
for House – Derby, 
Orange, Woodbridge

Mary Welander is running for State 
Representative for the 114th District 
which serves Derby, Orange and 
Woodbridge. Mary brings a commit-
ment to improving the quality of life 
to all citizens and small businesses of 
these communities. As a member of 
the Orange Board of Education and 
Sandy Hook Promise, her commitment 
to quality education and a safe school 
environment is unprecedented. Her 
experience is even more critical during 
this time of Covid-19 when parents, 
school administrators and teachers 
are striving to balance education and 
safety in unchartered waters.

Mary is married and the mother of 
three children. All her children attend 
school in Orange. She is the daugh-
ter of an educator and small business 
owner; and the sister of three combat 
veterans. Mary understands the im-
portance of public service firsthand. 
Her sole goal is to service the people 
and businesses of Derby, Orange and 
Woodbridge. She will not be blinded 
by political ambition which have left 
the 114th district without proper rep-
resentation in the past.

Mary’s goals are to rebuild the 
economy of our three towns beyond 
the pre-pandemic level safely; protect 
our residents and workers in our nurs-

See “Election Letters” On Page 10
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ing homes/assisted living centers; en-
sure everyone has access to quality and 
affordable health care; work to lower 
prescription drug costs; protect our 
environment; and provide the support 
needed by our Healthcare and Public 
Safety Professionals.

Mary has received many endorse-
ments due to her proven track record 
and work ethic for the community. 
Some of these endorsements include: 
Senator Chris Murphy; the Uniformed 
Professional Fire Fighters Association 
of CT; Working Families; and Moms 
Demand Action, just to name a few.

I am a former elected official of 
Orange and community service vol-
unteer that strongly endorses Mary 
and I hope you will support her on 
November 3rd. 
Joseph Marulli

Mary Welander 
Has My Vote

Dan DeBarba has not earned the 
opportunity to represent the 114th 
District. On the DeBarba For State 
Representative Facebook Page, he says, 

“I hope to earn your vote.” He would 

be wise to consider the following feed-
back I provide here and reach out to 
ALL potential constituents to learn as 
much as he can about the important 
issues in our communities before he 
expects to earn our vote.

For starters, Dan DeBarba and 
his campaign should refrain from 
mansplaining and belittling Mary 
Welander’s community and personal 
contributions to our Town, District 
and State. He should also stop uti-
lizing the divisive rhetoric that is all 
too commonplace in politics today. He 
should consider how tired most of us 
are with the Republican Party contin-
uously “buying” seats on important 
Boards, Commissions, Local, State and 
Federal Governments. We are sick of 
the bullying, the fear tactics and the 
inability to listen to what the people 
need and want in our District.

It’s important to ask the question 
that while he may be successful in his 
profession, how does that correlate to 
success in representing the needs of 
our district? Furthermore, what does 
he even know about our town and 
district? If he knew our town well, he 
would understand the hypocrisy of his 
own Republican Party’s efforts to elim-

inate the Beecher Road School SRO 
that he is advocating to keep. What 
has he done for our communities? 
Mary has worked tirelessly as a vol-
unteer in the schools as PTA President 
and on the Board of Education and 
School Reopening Committees. On 
the State and Federal level, she has 
worked with Sandy Hook Promise as 
an Ambassador advocating for school 
safety. Mary Welander is a wonderful 
example of the type of Public Servant 
we desperately need more of in our 
Local, State and Federal Governments.

As the PTO President at Beecher 
Road School one would think Dan De-
Barba would want to have a conversa-
tion with me as someone who knows 
what our community’s concerns are. 
He states on his website that he will 
support reductions in spending to bal-
ance the budget. Interestingly, this is 
very much in line with our Republican 
Board of Finance Chair, Matthew Gigli-
etti, who has been reducing Beecher 
Road School’s budget for the last few 
years. In 2020-2021 we got a 0% in-
crease which did not cover the increase 
in salaries and benefits or contractual 
obligations. This reduction has put us 
in an unfavorable position to be able to 

afford the number of teachers needed 
to properly execute both in-person 
and remote learning programs during 
this pandemic. These reductions have 
also been an attempt to force us to 
eliminate our SRO for the last 4 years. 
How can you say that you support the 
SRO in our school when you support 
this party and these cuts?

Dan DeBarba would have a better 
understanding of the needs of Wood-
bridge and the concerns of Beecher 
Road School families if he responded 
to my attempts to contact. Over the 
last 3 years that I have known Mary 
Welander I have ALWAYS received 
a response to each email, text, post 
and phone call I have made. We don’t 
agree on everything, but we have won-
derful discussions which allows us to 
dig beneath the surface of the many 
complex issues we face to come up 
with real, positive and lasting change 
to our communities. I encourage him 
to contact me anytime to have a con-
structive and respectful conversation 
about how he could help in our District 
to one day potentially earn my vote…
but on November 3rd Mary Welander 
has my vote and I hope you will join 
me in voting for Mary. Mary is deeply 
engaged in Woodbridge issues and 
ready to fight for us on Day 1 at the 
State Capitol.
Joi Prud’homme

Southworth Will Fight 
for Woodbridge

As a Woodbridge resident and life-
long educator, I am proud to endorse 
Mike Southworth for the 14th State 
Senate District. Mike has shown un-
precedented passion and commitment 
towards fighting for working families. 
As someone who has worked four jobs, 
he understands all too well the issues 
of affordability that impact all corners 
of our towns and cities. As a first re-
sponder he has seen the economic and 
deeply personal way the pandemic has 
affected our most vulnerable. Mike’s 
unique perspective has prepared him 
to hold our leaders accountable as well 
as how best to fight for us in Hartford. 
It is why I know that he will be a vote 
for policies that make it easier to live 
in Connecticut, by cutting taxes for 
working families, strengthening our 
schools, and helping small business-
es recover from the COVID-19 pan-
demic. He also wants to bring people 
together and enact bipartisan reform 
that creates positive change, rather 
than division.

In times where we are tested, we 
need leaders that bring everyone to 
the table. This is why he has been 
endorsed by Woodbridge selectman 
Joe Dey, the National Federation of 
Independent Business and three local 
police unions. As our State Senator, 
Mike Southworth will fight for Wood-
bridge and fight for our district.
Lynn A. Piascyk

ELECTION 2020ELECTION 2020
“Elecction Letters” From Page 9
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ELECTION 2020ELECTION 2020
PPE. “We must do more to adequately 
fund the Connecticut College Schol-
arship program so more deserving 
students can afford to go to college,” 
he said. “Efforts to make community 
college affordable for more students 
should be expanded. No student 
should graduate from college with 
massive student loan debt,” he said.

As for healthcare, the state will have 
to do more as the Affordable Care Act 
is being cut at the federal level. Cabre-
ra said he supported the Connecti-
cut Public Health Option, a bill that 
would have allowed small businesses 
and individuals to buy into the state 
employee health benefit plan. The bill 
had been met with heavy opposition 
by the insurance industry.

The candidates were asked whether 
they would support efforts to expand 
early voting in the state. They both 
embraced the concept, but Logan took 
a more cautious approach, saying mail-
in voting should be explored and de-
veloped and then put to referendum. 
When challenged by Cabrera who said 
the senator’s voting record does not 
reflect that support, Logan said the 
legislature needs to make sure that 
fraud is not a potential issue – “right 
now there are all kinds of problems,” 
with people receiving the wrong bal-
lots, he said.

Cabrera disagreed. “By and large it 
is safe and effective,” he said, register-
ing his support. “We make voting too 
hard in Connecticut.”

Asked about the Black Lives Matter 
movement, Cabrera said he plans to 
be a champion for many of the issues 
that were brought up in recent months. 

“We have not been investing enough…
to help families,” he said, referring to 
funding schools, mental health ser-

vices and job training programs. And 
he pushed the incumbent again on his 
voting record, saying Logan voted no 
to two important pieces of legislation, 
namely the paid family medical leave 
law and raising minimum wage.

Logan defended his record, saying 
he opposed the family medical leave 
act not because it was a bad idea, but 
because it resulted in a .05% payroll 
tax. “I support the option to buy into 
it,” he clarified, adding that the only 
people who don’t have to pay into it 
are union workers. “No surprise my 
opponent supports that law,” he said.

One of the questions submitted to 
them was the lack of affordable hous-
ing – a hot topic in Woodbridge, after 
a group of New Haven attorneys came 
out to challenge the local zoning laws.

Senator Logan was quick to respond, 
saying the best way to help people is 
through a vibrant economy, so they 
can save and build equity and be able 
to live where they want to. The answer 
to this problem is not by forcing com-
munities to accept development they 
don’t want, he said.

Properties in Woodbridge don’t 
have public water, they’re on wells, 
he explained. They have no sewers; 
they have septic systems. “Forcing 
something on communities that are 
not set up for it, perhaps because of 
their geography – it’s important we 
consider all that.”

Cabrera spoke of the American 
dream and how we have to address 
redlining as a systematic issue. “The 
data on this is crystal clear,” he said. 

“It begins with providing on-ramps for 
the middle class, good paying jobs.”

Those ramps to the middle class, 
he said at a later point in the debate, 
consist of access to good schools and 
training programs; also, to make the 
cost of doing business more affordable. 

“We need to make access to manufac-
turing jobs, trade jobs more affordable.”

Another question presented to the 
candidates was in regards to quasi-ju-
dicial entities such as PURA (Public 
Utilities Regulatory Authority) and the 
Connecticut Siting Council, and wheth-
er they should be more accountable to 
the people of the state, a notion that 
both candidates supported.

“The Siting Council should have 
more of community vote,” Cabrera 
said, “to reflect the will of the people.”

Similarly, Logan spoke of a project 
to install a solar facility on Gaylord 
Mountain Road, for which 15 acres 
of trees would have to be razed. He 
said he heard from many folks on that 
issue. “It doesn’t have the support of 
the community,” he said, adding he will 
continue to follow it and see if there is 
a compromise that can be made. “Let’s 
see if there is a more suitable loca-
tion,” he said.

Cabrera, who lives in the area, was 
very clear that this is not a good fit. 

“We’re talking about quality of life,” he 
said. “This is one project that I think 
is a really bad idea.”

As for the governor’s Council on 
Climate Change, referred to as GC3, 
which seeks to achieve a low-carbon 
future for the state by 2030, Cabrera 
embraced the concept that clean wa-
ter and clean air are a right of every 
citizen. He expressed appreciation for 
open space and said that the effort will 
create green jobs.

“This is an issue that we can tackle,” 
he said, calling out the federal govern-
ment for “dereliction of duty.” “Here 
we have an opportunity to be a lead-
er,” he said.

Logan meanwhile took a more cau-
tious approach, saying he looks for-
ward to seeing the recommendations 
from the Governor’s Council, but that 

he wanted to make sure it will help, 
not hurt our state. ‘it is important to 
remember that climate change and 
our economy are not mutually exclu-
sive,” he said.

The 17th District encompasses An-
sonia, Beacon Falls, Bethany, Derby, 
and parts of Hamden, Naugatuck, and 
Woodbridge.

Senator Logan lives in Ansonia 
with his wife, Lisa, a registered nurse 
working for the state Department of 
Mental Health and Addiction Services, 
and their two children. He is a direc-
tor at Aquarion Water Company and 
serves on the Griffin Hospital board 
of directors. On occasion he can be 
seen as front-man for the Jimi Hendrix 
tribute band Electric Lady Band.

His candidacy is cross-endorsed by 
the Independent Party. He is seeking 
his third term.

George Cabrera and his wife Re-
becca, a public school principal, live in 
Hamden with their twin teenage boys, 
who attend Hamden public schools.

He lists among his endorsements 
the Sierra Club, the Working Families 
Party, Planned Parenthood, UFCW Lo-
cal 371 and Local 919, AFSCME Coun-
cil 4 and SEIU CT state Council. In 
2008, he joined President Obama’s 
campaign to organize in battleground 
states like Ohio and North Carolina.

When asked about two priorities 
he would set for himself as a senator, 
Cabrera mentioned healthcare and 
economic development in the Valley. 

“I would work my heart out to make 
those things happen,” he said.

Logan meanwhile pointed out that 
Cabrera would be part of the status quo 
in Hartford. “We need to go in a differ-
ent direction,” he said with emphasis, 
adding that we need more financially 
conservative-leaning legislators in 
Hartford to turn the state around.

“17th District” From Page 1
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he suggested, even though he is not 
principally opposed to increase wages.

Having grown up in Wolcott, De-
Barba served as a medic in the Con-
necticut Army National Guard. He 
served as president of Norwalk and 
Danbury hospitals before taking the 
position of chief financial officer of 
Catholic Health Services of Long Is-
land. He was recently appointed to 
the Orange Visiting Nurse Association 
Board of Directors.

Mary Welander serves on the Or-
ange Board of Education and is also 
PTA co-president of Racebrook School. 
As a member of the local Board of Ed-
ucation she participated in the recent 
school reopening committee, which 
met almost weekly this summer to 
ensure students and teachers could 
return safely to school.

Education is high on her list of pri-
orities, especially education funding. 
The way the state reimburses commu-
nities for special education costs needs 
to be re-evaluated, she said. Special 
education costs are difficult to predict 
for school districts and notoriously 
difficult to budget for. “We want to 
make sure we can take care of all our 
students,” she said.

Health care will be a big issue in 
Hartford going forward, she said, giv-
en that the long-term health impact 
from COVID is hard to predict. The 
House was working on allowing pre-
scription drugs to be ordered from 
Canada, which would lower drug costs 
overall. Another area that needs to be 
looked at is how nursing homes and as-
sisted living centers are regulated and 
overseen, to avoid a scenario similar 
to last spring, when COVID hit them 
unexpectedly.

As for taxes, she pledged to advo-
cate for her constituents. Since she 
lost her job as strategic planning and 
marketing expert for an architectural 
firm last spring, due to COVID, she has 
come to learn what it means to be a 
one-income family.

She is dismayed by claims made 
by some that she does not support 
School Resource Officers or local law 
enforcement. “Those claims are total-
ly unfounded,” she said. As a Board 
of Education member, she has vot-
ed in support of SROs and also sup-
ported the police budget – all while 
advocating for violence prevention 
programs, she said.

She testified in Washington on 
school safety before Congress. She 
was one of two Connecticut ambassa-
dors for the Sandy Hook Promise, an 
organization that works on violence 
prevention programs in the wake of 
the Sandy Hook disaster. “We try to 
address problems before a weapon 
even enters the scene,” she said.

If elected, she would work to make 
sure that small businesses get the sup-

port they need, she said. She also feels 
that funding for Personal Protective 
Equipment needs to be re-evaluated.

Another issue close to her heart is 
the treatment of veterans after they 
leave the service. “We need to make 
sure vets get the support they need, 
such as through re-entry training. 

“They have such amazing skills,” she 
said. Three of her brothers are combat 
veterans, with one being deployed.

She wants to make sure that the 
communities she represents would 
have an advocate on the state level. 
She also mentioned the protection of 
open space as an important issue to 
champion in Hartford.

Two years ago Welander ran for 
the same position, and came within 
1,000 votes or so of the incumbent, the 
closest anyone ever came to beating 
Themis Klarides.

Endorsements: Welander is being 
cross-endorsed by the Working Fam-
ilies Party. She also received endorse-
ments by the Connecticut Education 
Association, CSEA SEIU Local 2001, 
the AFL CIO Connecticut., Moms De-
mand Action, The American Federa-
tion of Teachers, Connecticut; SEIU 
Connecticut State Council; by Planned 
Parenthood CT; CT Against Gun Vio-
lence, and the National Association of 
Social Workers, Connecticut Chapter; 
and by the Uniformed Professional 
Firefighters Association.

Dan DeBarba meanwhile is 
cross-endorsed by the Independent 
Party. In addition to Themis Klarides, 
he is endorsed by the Mayor of Derby, 
Rich Dziekan; Orange First Selectman 
Jim Zeoli, the Amity Republican Club, 
the National Federation of Independ-
ent Business; Connecticut Police Union 
and the Derby Police Union.

His position as CFO allows him 
to work remotely to a large extent, 
which will give him the flexibility to 
take on the extra duties in Hartford, 
he said. Until recently, his life was 
dedicated mostly to work and fami-
ly, but he would like to diversify, and 
his outreach into the political realm 
is part of that diversifying. His wife 
Lynn and he have started a growing 
franchise business, Tropical Smoothie 
Café, an enterprise that makes him a 
small business owner in addition to a 
healthcare CFO.

Mary Welander grew up in South 
Deerfield, Mass. She made a career as 
a theatrical electrician, which is how 
she met her husband, Matt Welander, 
at The Juilliard School. She was Master 
Electrician of the Drama Theater and 
he was Head Carpenter of the main 
stage. Matt went on to become faculty 
technical director for the Yale School 
of Drama in 2013. He also works as 
a consultant in theater design, and 
experienced first-hand the effect of 
the pandemic on the arts community. 

“It is heartbreaking what the pandemic 
does to them” she said.

ELECTION 2020ELECTION 2020
“Sate Rep” From Page 1

Mike Southworth James Maroney

Maroney Touts His 
Voting Record

SOUTHWORTH SAYS MARONEY HAS “TURNED 
HIS BACK ON LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS”

By Bettina Thiel 
Woodbridge Town News Correspondent.

With a substantial voting record 
to point to, state Senator James Ma-
roney, D-14, is seeking a second term 
representing the 14th Senate District 
in Hartford. The district consists of 
Milford and Orange and parts of West 
Haven and southern Woodbridge.

One issue that his opponent, Re-
publican Mike Southworth, has been 
calling him out for is his support for 
the Police Accountability Act. “Senator 
James Maroney turned his back on our 
local police officers,“ reads one mailer 
Southworth sent out recently.

But Maroney disputes that notion. 
“Everyone agrees on 85% of the provi-
sions of that bill,” he said. People for 
the most part support the funding 
included in the act, including $4 mil-
lion for body cameras for many police 
departments, including West Haven, 
Southworth’s hometown. Providing 
more training in de-escalation and bias 
is generally accepted, as is the ban of 
chokeholds, Maroney said.

The act makes it a crime for officers 
not to intervene if they see someone 
commit a crime. What police depart-
ments objected to was changes to qual-
ified immunity that protects police 
from lawsuits. Critics maintain that 
the act opens the door to frivolous law-
suits and exposes the municipalities to 
unnecessary legal expenses.

In a phone conversation with this 
reporter, Maroney explained his sup-
port for the bill, saying the law sets a 
high bar by requiring courts to prove 

“willful,” “wanton” and “malicious” acts 
on the part of the officer before they 
can be sued. If found guilty, they need 
to refund the municipalities.

Opportunity Zones:
 Yale educated, Maroney is a small 

business owner who runs a college 

consulting business in Milford. Even 
though this year’s legislative session 
was cut short by the pandemic, Maron-
ey authored and co-authored a number 
of bills during his first term, in an effort 
to broaden educational opportunities; 
and to help generate investor interest 
for the recently named “Opportunity 
Zones” in under-performing areas.

Opportunity zones were created as 
part of the recent federal tax reform 
act, he explained. Investors can realize 
significant capital gains tax relief by 
investing in these projects, he said. The 
opportunity zones are designated by 
the Internal Revenue Service, based 
on considerations such as income level 
and unemployment. There are 72 of 
them in Connecticut, including two in 
West Haven. Maroney supported that 
concept by creating a website and a 
point person for Opportunity Zones in 
Connecticut, providing potential inves-
tors easy access to information; he also 
arranged a seminar a year ago, which 
was attended by some 400 investors.

“We were one of the first states to do 
this,” he said in a phone conversation. 
The act he authored passed the Senate 
with unanimous support.

As a co-chair of the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee, he authored a bill 
establishing the Military to Machinist 
Program, which helps veterans gain the 
skills they need out of The Workplace 
in Bridgeport, which assists them in 
making the transition to civilian jobs. 
At the same time it helps the manufac-
turing industry with access to a highly 
trained work force, he said.

As co-chair of the Aging Committee, 
he helped create an elder abuse regis-
try; also an act that requires health-
care professionals treating adults to 
have proper training to recognize the 

See “14th District” On Page 17
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SIMPLE AND RELIABLE.
CT HOD. 142

203-795-FUEL

Our experienced service technicians are never on a sales 
commission. Our delivery drivers will treat your property as if it were 
their own. Our family takes pride in providing the best customer 
service in our industry.

We are Tamaro Oil Corporation, and we’ve been serving Woodbridge 
for Four Generations. Call today to discover how our family can earn 
your trust in business.

TamaroOil.com



Page 14  Friday, October 30, 2020

TOWN DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIESTOWN DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIES

11/2 Emergency Medical Services .....................7:00 PM Public Works Bldg.
 Human Services Commission ...................7:00 PM Center Bldg Darling 
 Town Plan & Zoning Commission ............7:30 PM Town Hall

11/9 Library Commission ......................................6:30 PM Library
 Zoning Board of Appeals .............................7:30 PM Town Hall

11/10 Board of Selectmen .........................................5:00 PM Town Hall
 Police Commission .........................................6:15 PM Police Department

11/12 Economic Development Commission ....7:00 PM Town Hall

11/16 Fire Commission .............................................6:00 PM Fire House

11/18 Inland Wetlands Agency ..............................7:30 PM Town Hall

11/19 Investment Committee .................................5:30 PM Town Hall
 Board of Finance ..............................................6:00 PM Town Hall
 Conservation Commission ..........................7:30 PM Town Hall

11/24 Gov’t Access TV Commission ...................7:30 PM Town Hall

Town of Woodbridge Meetings 
for the Month of November 2020

(Subject to Change, Check with Town Clerk’s Office, 203-389-3422)

Youth Services by Nancy Pfund

Woodbridge Police Officer Vinny Lynch instructed students 
with Youth Services Director Nancy Pfund at the Home 

Alone Class hosted by Woodbridge Youth Services

Outdoor Home 
Alone Class

Woodbridge Youth Services re-
cently held a 2-session outdoor Home 
Alone class for children ages 9 to 12. 
Topics included answering the door 
or phone, internet caution, fire safety, 
calling 911, and nutritious snacking.

Woodbridge Job 
Bank Seeks Teens 
Who Want Work

The Job Bank in Woodbridge offers 
occasional jobs to teen residents (ages 
13 – 18) who would like to work to earn 
some extra cash. The application pro-
cess provides an opportunity to learn 
about the interview process, safety 
on the job, and how to negotiate pay.

Due to COVID-19, most jobs are 
currently outdoors with masks and 
social distancing as required. Teens 
can do yard work, dog walking, etc. 
Responsible teens who wish to join the 
Job Bank should call for an interview 
at 203-389-3429 or e-mail npfund@
woodbridgect.org.

Need Yard Cleanup and 
Leaf Raking? Woodbridge 
Job Bank Can Help

Woodbridge Job Bank teens will 
work for Woodbridge residents who 
wish to hire someone to assist for 
odd jobs like yard cleanup, raking, 
planting bulbs, weeding, and moving 
boxes. Call 203-389-3429 for more 
information.

4 on 4 Basketball, Youth 
Programs, Pool Open Weekends

Join the Winter Leagues and Pro-
grams offered by the Recreation De-
partment! Leagues - Space is limited to 
24 in the two co-ed basketball leagues: 
4 on 4 Classic Basketball League for 
Grades 4-6, Tuesdays, 6:30-8:30 pm; 4 
on 4 Junior High Basketball League for 
Grades 7-9, Thursdays, 6:30-8:30 pm. A 
girls’ basketball league is being offered 
in conjunction with the JCC for Grades 
2-6. Games are played Sundays at the 
JCC with practice Friday evenings at 
the Beecher gym.

Youth Saturday Programs - Bas-
ketball and gymnastics will be offered 
Saturdays. Basketball: Grades K-3, 12-1 

pm; Grades 4-8, 1:30-3 pm. Gymnastics: 
Grades PreK-1, 8:30-9:15 am; Grades 
2-6, 10-11 am. Space is limited to 16.

COVID-19 regulations will be fol-
lowed. Temperature will be taken—
anyone over 99.9° will not be allowed 
to participate and will need medical 
clearance according to CDC guidelines 
in order to return. 

The Town Pool is open weekends 
for adult swim to Woodbridge resi-
dents or members only. Reservations 
are required. Call the Recreation Dept. 
at 203-389-3446 during office hours 
to make a reservation. Drop ins are 
not accepted.

Job Posting
Senior Center Director - Full-Time

Director will administer multi-
service programs designed to pro-
mote intellectual, social and physical 
well-being of those 60 years of age 
and older. Qualifications include 
two years of experience in the field 
of Human Services, with excellence 
in communication, administration 
and planning. Degree in Social Work, 

Social Services, Gerontology, Coun-
seling, Psychology or related field. 
Send resume by 4:00 pm on Friday, 
November 13, 2020 to: humanser-
vices@woodbridgect.org, Woodbridge 
Human Services, 11 Meetinghouse 
Lane, Woodbridge, CT 06525.

The Town of Woodbridge is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

“Once you have an innovation culture, even those who are not scientists or 
engineers - poets, actors, journalists - they, as communities, embrace the 
meaning of what it is to be scientifically literate. They embrace the concept 
of an innovation culture. They vote in ways that promote it. They don’t fight 

science and they don’t fight technology.” — NEIL DEGRASSE TYSON
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Halloween Drive-Thru 
Trick Or Treating!

In collaboration with the Library on 
Friday, October 30 from 11:30 am - 1 
pm all ages may drive by The Center 
and the Library to get treats! Costumes 
are encouraged; masks are required; 
treats available for first 100 cars.

The Craft group will move indoors 
to the café beginning Thursday, No-
vember 5 from 9:30-11:30 am. Exte-
rior building doors will remain locked. 
Please RSVP for this group to gain ac-
cess. Masks must be worn at all times; 
physical distance will be maintained 
and a health screening will be provided. 
Space is limited.

Art Class with Graham Dale will 
also move indoors beginning January 
6 and will meet Wednesdays from 10 
am-12 pm for 10 weeks. Fee for this 
class is $60.00. Space is limited, masks 
will be required as well as physical dis-
tance and health screenings.

The Thanksgiving drive-thru 
luncheon will be held November 12 
from 12-1 pm. Those 60+ may RSVP 
by November 5 to get a delicious, tradi-
tional holiday meal by Lasse’s Caterers. 
Many thanks to Coachman Square, the 
Woodbridge Police Union, The Linden 
and Bailey, Moore, Schaefer, Glazer, 
and Proto, LLC for their generous 
sponsorship of this event. Please wear 

your mask when picking up your meal.
The Holiday Luncheon will be 

held on December 8 from 12-1 pm. 
Woodbridge residents 60+ may RSVP 
for this drive-thru event by Decem-
ber 2. This annual event is generous-
ly sponsored by the Rotary Club and 
catered by Lasse’s Caterers. Space is 
limited. Please wear your mask when 
picking up your meal.

Transportation for medical ap-
pointments and local shopping is 
available for those 60+ or disabled 
Monday - Friday from 9:00 am to 2:30 
pm (with some limited exceptions). 
Call to arrange transportation for all. 
Transportation for grocery shopping 
and pharmacy pick-up is also avail-
able. For safety reasons, masks are 
required, temperatures will be taken. 
Please know the vehicle is cleaned be-
tween each use.

Meals: Seniors may reserve frozen 
meals ($5/meal) by noon on Monday 
for delivery to your home on Tuesday. 
Minimum order of two lunches please.

Email address: Want to receive 
weekly updates from The Center? Call 
or email us with your email address.

Human Services: Call 203-389-
3429 for information. The Human 
Services Department social worker, 
Judi Young, is available to those in 
need of assistance due to isolation and 

other issues associated with long-term 
quarantine and social distancing.

Holiday Baskets, Toys & Fuel: 
Woodbridge residents may call for an 
appointment to apply for CT Ener-
gy Assistance program administered 
by TEAM Inc. Income eligibility re-
quirements must be met. Call social 
worker Judi Young at 203-389-3429. 
Residents may also apply for the Toys 
for Kids program and Holiday Bas-
ket program. Sponsors are needed 
to participate in the Adopt-A-Family 
program to provide holiday food bas-
kets to families in need for the De-
cember holidays. To adopt a family, 
contact the Human Services Dept. at 
203-389-3429.

Food Pantry: Woodbridge Human 
Services is available to assist seniors 
and families in need with non-perish-
able food items from the food pantry 
as well as gift cards to Stop & Shop 
for perishable items. To view items 
currently in need you can download a 
new app for your iPhone. Ethan Lavi, 
of Woodbridge, recently completed 
an Eagle Scout project by developing 
Pantry Angels, an app designed to pro-
vide updated needs for local pantries. 
Once you download the app, select 
Woodbridge Town Food Pantry to view 
the updated list.

Donations: Monetary donations 

and gift cards are appreciated. Dona-
tions of canned fruit, Parmalat milk, 
coffee, tea, cereal (hot & cold), tuna, 
canned chicken, peanut butter, spa-
ghetti sauce, cookies, snack foods, bak-
ing mixes, oil, bar soap, toilet paper, 
paper towels and other non-perishable 
items are welcome. Please make sure 
all items are not expired. Call 203-389-
3429 to arrange a no-contact drop-off 
appointment.

Masks: Woodbridge residents may 
call to arrange pick-up or delivery of a 
cloth mask. Volunteers making masks 
are invited to contact Woodbridge Hu-
man Services to donate.

Emergency Call List: Prepare for 
storms by stocking up on water, canned 
goods and batteries. Residents can call 
the Human Services Department to be 
added to the Emergency Call List. For 
those who are elderly, have a health 
issue, are disabled or know someone 
who falls into these categories, please 
sign up for the Human Services’ Emer-
gency Call List. During emergencies, 
the department calls listed residents 
to ensure they are safe and to offer 
help as needed. To be added to the list, 
please call 203-389-3429.

Call 203-389-3430 or email kmoriarty@
woodbridgect.org for information and 
registration for all programming.

AT THE WOODBRIDGE CENTERAT THE WOODBRIDGE CENTER

www.APPLEOIL.com HOD 374

S1-0302987

Call Shelly to schedule your furnace tune up today!

A Full Service Oil Company Providing Bio Fuel and Heating Oil Plus!

Buy from your Local Neighbor
Sam Livieri – Woodbridge (Owner) • Tony Ferranti – Orange (GM)

Ken Crepeau – Milford (Service Mgr)
Bob Gambardella – Orange (Sales Mgr) call direct at 203-530-6439

7/24/365Apple Oil Company

(203) 934-FUEL (3835)

Like us on:

We Install and
Service All Brands

Boilers
Furnaces

Hot Water Heaters 
Oil TanksAUTOMATIC OR SAME DAY DELIVERY.AUTOMATIC OR SAME DAY DELIVERY.

CALL IN WITH YOUR CREDIT CARD.CALL IN WITH YOUR CREDIT CARD.

Serving You
is Our Core

Business
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CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONSCLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
Juniorettes To 

Hold Food Drive
In cooperation with Or-

ange Community Ser vices,  
Orange Community Juniorettes will be 
collecting non-perishable food items  
for the Orange Food Pantry.

Please send your child to school 
with a few food items to donate to 
our food drive. Donation bins can be 
found at Peck Place School and High 
Plains Community Center. Bins will be 
there for the next couple of months to 
help stock the Orange Food Pantry for 
the holidays.

We live in a predominantly afflu-
ent area; however, it is important to 
explain to our kids how some families 
have limited resources, and that this 

is an easy way we can all give back to 
our community.

Every little bit helps. They are specif-
ically in need of peanut butter, canned 
tuna, canned chicken, canned vege-
tables, etc. (Beans are in good supply 
currently).

Orange Community Juniorettes is 
a parent-run, civic group under the 
Orange Community Woman’s group which 
teaches the importance of giving back 
to our communities, fosters leadership 
skills, and offers enrichment programs 
to girls (5th-8th grade) in Orange. Want 
to find out more or get involved? Email: 
orangecommunityjuniorettes@gmail.com

Troop 907 Deer Lake 
Campout and Fishing

Troop 907 from Woodbridge camped 
at the Connecticut Yankee Council’s 
Deer Lake Scout Reservation Camp, lo-
cated in Killingworth, CT the weekend 
of October 3-4. They thoroughly en-
joyed this beautiful camp and went salt 
water fishing on the Blackhawk out of 
Niantic. Social distancing, mask wear-
ing and state of CT and Scout rules and 
practices were adhered to. Scouts and 
scouters even spotted a submarine in 
the water not far from the fishing boat.

They were very successful fishing, 
catching 47 porgies and 16 striped bass. 
Since photos tell a story, you can see 
what a great event this was for the 
scouts, who were all very tired after a 

fun weekend. The last photo shows a 
well-deserved fresh fish dinner.

Other events for the troop in Oc-
tober included a haunted hayride trop, 
scouting for food, and instructions on 
building a remote-controlled plane.

There will be a Camp Whiting Work-
day November 8th from 8 am to noon. 
The troop will be participating in this 
to help maintain Woodbridge’s own 
scout camp, located across the street 
from the Darling House. Work includes 
splitting firewood and general cleanup. 
Toward the end of November on the 
20th – 22nd, the troop will hold a cam-
pout and Thanksgiving Family Cookout 
also at Camp Whiting.

OOppttiimmiizzeedd  VViissiioonn  &&  EEyyee  CCaarree  
OOppeenniinngg  AAnnnnoouunncceemmeenntt 

 

Since we are newly opened, we have plenty of exam slots 
available. Call today to make an appointment! 

 
What do we offer? 

Eye exams, glasses prescription, contact lens fitting, 
primary medical and emergency eye care. 

Where are we? 

20 Division Street, Derby, CT 06418. (Yes, we are inside 
the Derby BJ’s, but you don’t have to be a member to 
be seen.) 

What insurances do we accept? 

We accept most major insurances for eye exams, 
including Medicaid, Medicare, Anthem BCBS, United 
Health Care, Oxford Health, Cigna, Connecticare, 
Harvard Pilgram, Humana, Davis vision and Spectera. 

What do you do to ensure safety during the COVID-19 
era? 

BJ’s works hard to maintain great hygiene inside the 
club. We don’t see patient with current covid-19 
diagnosis or contact history. In addition, patients and 
doctor are both required to wear masks. Direct patient 
contact surfaces are cleaned between each eye exam. 
The exam and pretest rooms are sterilized twice a day 
(during lunch time break and at the end of the day) 
with UV-C light, which efficiently kills viruses and other 
pathogens.  

How about glasses and contact lenses? 

We provide prescriptions for glasses and/or contact 
lenses after your eye exam. You decide where to buy.  
We recommend BJ’s Optical, which is located next to 
us. You can get high quality glasses and contact lenses 
with optimal prices without any limitations of choices 
from insurances.  

For appointment: 

Call: (203) 732-7638 

Message: (203) 503-8832 

Email:	ovecatbjs@gmail.com 

After receiving your email or 
message, we will contact you 
within one business day. 
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203-777-1234
Serving Woodbridge, Orange, Milford 

and Greater New Haven
CALL US FOR FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Licensed  -  Bonded  -  Insured

We Provide Reliable 
Homecare Assistance

Home Health Aides • CNAs • Companions • Homemakers • And More

signs of Alzheimer’s and other forms 
of dementia.

Maroney is cross-endorsed by both 
the Working Families Party and the In-
dependent Party. His three legislative 
priorities, if elected on Nov. 3, would 
be workforce development; access to 
childcare and suicide prevention edu-
cation, he said.

His opponent, Mike Southworth, a 
Republican, is a professional firefight-
er in West Haven where he recently 
served as president of the Internation-
al Association of Fire Fighters Local 
1198. He also is an active member and 
former leader of Elks Lodge 1537 in 

West Haven and helps coach a Milford 
Babe Ruth Fall Softball Team.

Having seen the effects of the pan-
demic first hand, and the strain it has 
put on the supply chain and healthcare 
systems, Southworth pledged to “work 
with healthcare experts to develop a 
long-term response plan for future 
outbreaks.” He also pledged to put 
people over politics and parties.

Southworth wants the state to 
leave public education in the hands 
of local school boards to determine 
their own plans. “Every community 
is different and a general plan from 
Hartford could hinder education or 
put some of our kids at undue risks,’ 
he wrote on his website.

“14th District” From Page 12

several safe alternatives, and details 
can be found on the Town website, 
woodbridgect.org.

Federal Election
As a general reminder, the Presiden-

tial Election will be held on Tuesday, 
November 3, 2020.  I must again ex-
tend a special thank you to our Town 
Clerks and Registrars of Voters for all 
the many months of work they have 
put into providing us all with the op-
portunity to vote, either by absentee 
or in person.  I would encourage every-

one to do so.
The Official Ballot Box is located in 

front of the Woodbridge Town Hall 
for use, either to submit an absen-
tee ballot application, or a complet-
ed ballot.  If you have any questions 
regarding the process, please reach 
out to either the Town Clerks at 203-
389-3422 or the Registrars of Voters 
at 203-389-3408/3409.

PLEASE…Let’s ALL do our part to 
Stay Safe Woodbridge!  As always, my 
door remains virtually open to you.  
If you need to reach me please call 
203-389-3401 or email me at bheller@
woodbridgect.org.

“First Selectman” From Page 4
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WOODBRIDGE LIBRARYWOODBRIDGE LIBRARY

News and Upcoming 
Events November 2020

Staff is here to help even 
when we are not open for Ex-
press Service!

Have a question about digital re-
sources? Need help with research? 
Looking for your next great read? 
Phones and emails are answered Mon-
day to Friday, 10 am to 5 pm.

Department phones 
and emails:

Adult Services/Reference: 203-389-
3434 wbrstaff@lioninc.org

Children’s Department: 203-389-
3439 childrensprograms@lioninc.org

Circulation/General info: 203-
389-3433 askus@woodbridgetown-
library.org

Long Overdue Items
Please return outstanding items 

as soon as possible, even if they are 
BILLED on your library account. No 
replacement costs will be charged, but 
the items need to come back. The book 
drop is open 24/7; items will be quar-
antined for 96 hours, in accordance 
with new guidelines. No fines will be 
charged for late items. Fines or bills on 
your account will be waived— simply 
call us to remove charges.

Are you on our email list?

Sign up to get alerts about our 
events, new offerings, and any updates 
about reopening. Go to our website: 
woodbridgetownlibrary.org and scroll 
to the very bottom. Enter your email 
address and you’ll start receiving our 
emails! We typically only send one 
email per week.

From The Children’s 
Department

The Children’s Department is 
delighted to provide materials for 
homework assignments and pleasure 
reading/listening via Park & Pickup or 
during Express Service. Place holds via 
your online account, or contact us if 
you need suggestions or ideas.

Outside Storytime, near the pic-
nic area next to the Library, will con-
tinue until temperatures are too cold: 
Mondays for ages 4+; Wednesdays: 18 
mos. - 3 years. Both start at 10:30 am; 
siblings welcome!

November Outdoor Craft: Birch 
Bark Ball & Triangle – Join us out-
side at the picnic tables to create your 
own version of this traditional Penob-
scot (Maine) game. Suitable for ages 5 
and up. REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 
Please choose ONE session, both start 
at 3 pm: Tuesday, November 10 or 
Tuesday, November 17.

Woodbridge Town Library 
To Re-Open November 5

PATRONS WELCOME TO BROWSE MATERIALS 
IN PERSON WITH EXPRESS SERVICE

The Woodbridge Town Library 
will open its doors to the public with 
Express Service beginning Thursday, 
November 5. Our Express Service is 
available:

› Tuesdays: 11 am to 3 pm;
› Thursdays: 4 pm to 7 pm;
› Fridays: 1 pm to 4 pm.

The Library will offer the following 
during Express Service: browsing for 
books, movies and music; limited ref-
erence, readers’ advisory, and technol-
ogy assistance; limited computer use 
by appointment starting November 
10; and access to printing, fax, pho-
tocopying, and scanning.

The staff at the Woodbridge Town 
Library is excited to take this next step 
in safely offering increased services to 
the Woodbridge community. All new 
requirements and procedures are in 
place in accordance with guidelines 
from the Town of Woodbridge, the 
Quinnipiack Valley Health District, 
and the State of Connecticut.

“I know that one of the things our 
patrons have missed the most over 
the past several months is browsing 
our collection in person,” says Library 
Director Eric Werthmann. “That’s why 
I’m thrilled to be able to welcome peo-
ple back into the Library, even if it’s 
only in a limited way. These new hours 
are intended only for short, purpose-
ful visits, but I’m hopeful that we’re 
getting close to being able to safely 
restore all our services.”

Computer use by appointment only 
starts Tuesday, November 10, during 
Express Service hours. There are three 
computers for use; appointments are 
45 minutes each and start at the top of 
each hour. To book a 45-minute com-
puter reservation, please call or email 
the Reference Desk at 203-389-3434 
or wbrstaff@lioninc.org. Up to two 
people in a family unit are welcome 
to sit together at a computer station. 
Children under the age of 12 must be 
accompanied by an adult at all times.

A limited number of people will be 
allowed inside the building; visitors 
may need to wait to enter. Please keep 
visits to 30 minutes, come only if you 
are feeling well, and everyone over 
the age of 2 MUST wear a mask while 
in the library. When you arrive in the 
library’s lobby, you will be greeted by 
a staff member who will ask you about 
recent Covid-19 exposure and provide 

you with hand sanitizer. Browsing will 
be limited to the first floor and the 
Children’s Department; the study 
room, the Woodbridge Room and the 
Friends’ Bookstore are restricted at 
this time.

While inside the building social dis-
tancing measures must be respected. 
These include one person per book 
aisle, keeping at least six feet apart 
when waiting in line, and standing 
behind Plexiglas barriers when talking 
with library staff. Chairs will not be 
available, except when using a comput-
er. You can pay for copying, printing 
or faxing with cash or check ONLY; 
please make every attempt to bring 
exact change.

If you have additional accessibili-
ty needs, please let the library know 
when scheduling an appointment for 
computers or prior to your Express 
Service visit.

Currently, the library offers Park & 
Pickup, a curbside service for borrow-
ing books and other materials. Holds 
can be placed through the online cat-
alog (https://wd.catalog.lionlibraries.
org/), by calling the library at 203-389-
3433 or emailing askus@woodbridge-
townlibrary.org. When your order 
is ready, you will receive an email or 
phone call alerting you that your items 
have been checked out to your library 
account and are available for pickup 
during our Park & Pickup hours. Both 
the book and audiovisual drop to the 
left of the front doors remain open 
for returns.

Park & Pickup will continue, but the 
pickup tables will be moved into the 
Friends’ Meeting Room. Please use the 
doors on the right side of the library 
to enter and leave. Passage from the 
meeting room to the library and vice 
versa will not be permitted. Remember 
to wait until you hear from the Library 
before coming to pick up your order. 
Your online account may not always 
be accurate!

Park & Pickup hours are Monday 
& Thursday, 11 am to 7 pm, and Tues-
day/Wednesday/Friday, 11 am to 4 
pm. Phones and emails are answered 
by staff Monday - Friday, 10 am to 5 
pm. You may place holds, ask ques-
tions, find out information, and more 
even when the Library is not open for 
Express Service. We look forward to 
welcoming you back into the building.

• • Accidents And Personal Accidents And Personal InjuryInjury

• • Business Formation And Business Formation And 
RepresentationRepresentation

• • CollectionsCollections

• • Criminal, Criminal, DUI/DWIDUI/DWI Defense Defense

• • Family LawFamily Law

• • Foreclosure LitigationForeclosure Litigation

• • General LitigationGeneral Litigation

• • Landlord/Tenant LawLandlord/Tenant Law

• • Local Administrative Local Administrative Board Board 
PracticePractice

• • Real Estate TransactionsReal Estate Transactions

• • Wills And EstatesWills And Estates

• • Workers’ CompensationWorkers’ Compensation

Engaged in the Engaged in the 
General Practice of General Practice of 
Law Including:Law Including:

CALL ME AT (203)799–CROW(2769)
LOCATED AT THE ORANGE OFFICE BUILDING

378 BOSTON POST RD. ORANGE, CT 06477

Got a legal Got a legal 
question?question?
Ask your hometown 
lawyer at your FREE 
INITIAL CONSULTATION.
Evening, weekend and 
home visit appointments 
available upon request.

David E. Crow, Jr.
Attorney at Law

The Law Offi ce of
David Crow, LLC

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
Tell them you saw their ad in the Woodbridge Town News.
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LOCAL BUSINESS ROUNDUPLOCAL BUSINESS ROUNDUP
Woodbridge Business Recipient 

of Citizens Bank Grants
Citizens Bank announced that it 

has awarded 100 grants of $15,000 
each totaling $1.5 million to minori-
ty-owned small businesses across its 
service areas as part of its previously 
announced $10 million investment to 
help drive social equity and economic 
advancement in underserved commu-
nities across its footprint.

Through a short essay, applicants 
shared insight on how they would 
use the grant to both strengthen and 
sustain their business and help their 
community.

The program also includes an op-
portunity to partner with SCORE, the 
nation’s largest network of volunteer, 
expert business mentors. For recipi-
ents who opt in, SCORE will match the 
business with a mentor to help build 
and sustain success.

“Citizens is highly committed to 
helping promote social equity and 
drive economic advancement in un-
derserved communities and this is one 
of several ways we are bringing that 
commitment to life,” said Jack Mur-
phy, president of Citizens Business 

Banking. “The interest we witnessed 
from across our business footprint was 
overwhelming, and we are confident 
that our recipients will play a contin-
uing vital role in strengthening the 
communities they serve.”

Our Community Counseling LLC of 
Woodbridge was one of the recipients 
of the Citizens Bank Minority-Owned 
Small Business Grants.

Other elements of Citizens’ social 
equity commitment include initiatives 
for financing small business and hous-
ing, as well as other development in mi-
nority communities through economic 
opportunity funds and investment in 
Low-Income Housing Tax Credit pro-
jects. Citizens is also committed to 
supporting underserved communi-
ties through ongoing technology, ed-
ucation and digital literacy initiatives. 
Additionally, Citizens will direct grants 
to nonprofit organizations, provide 
matches for colleague contributions to 
social equity organizations, and work 
in partnership with national organiza-
tions to fund digital literacy programs 
aimed at eliminating the digital divide.

Best Lawyers Recognizes 
Kindseth at Zeisler & Zeisler, P.C.

Woodbridge resident Stephen M. 
Kindseth has received two honors 
from Best Lawyers®. Atty. Kindseth 
received the honor of 2021’s “Lawyer 
of the Year” in the Stamford Metro 
Areas from Best Lawyers in the prac-
tice area of Litigation-Bankruptcy. In 
addition, he earned recognition in the 
2021 Edition of The Best Lawyers in 
America© in the practice areas of Lit-
igation-Bankruptcy. Atty. Kindseth is 
a partner at Zeisler & Zeisler, P.C. in 
Bridgeport, CT.

Atty. Kindseth is one of five lawyers 
from Zeisler & Zeisler to receive recog-
nition in the 2021 Edition of The Best 
Lawyers in America© in the practice ar-
eas of Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor 
Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization 
Law and Litigation-Bankruptcy. They 
are Matthew K. Beatman, James Ber-
man, Eric Henzy, and Jed Horwitt.

Best Lawyers is the oldest and most 
respected peer review publication in 
the legal profession. Recognition in 
Best Lawyers is widely regarded by 
both clients and legal professionals 
as a significant honor, conferred on a 
lawyer by his or her peers.

For over 50 years, Zeisler & Zeis-
ler has provided representation that 
empowers clients to overcome obsta-
cles and seize opportunities. The firm 

offers a broad range of legal services 
to local, regional and national clients 
in the areas of insolvency, litigation, 
business law, commercial and real es-
tate transactions, and personal injury. 
Zeisler & Zeisler’s insolvency group 
has a national reputation in the areas 
of bankruptcy, corporate restructuring, 
creditors’ rights and other insolvency 
matters, leveraging its vast experience, 
passion and creativity to resolve its cli-
ents’ most daunting financial challeng-
es. The firm’s litigation team blends 
tenacious representation and practical 
counsel to win high-stakes disputes in 
a diverse range of legal matters. For 
more information go to zeislaw.com.

Stephen Kindseth

Fine Art Supplies   Children’s Art Supplies & Kits
Custom & Ready-Made Picture Frames

Fine Writing Instruments, Ink & Journals
Art Novelties & Gifts

1144 Chapel Street  New Haven

Order Online at www.HullsNewHaven.com
Free Delivery in New Haven County - No Minimum Order.  Deliveries in 1-3 Days.
In-Store or Curbside Pickup also Availale.  See website for hours.

EVERYTHING YOUR ART DESIRES

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
Tell them you saw their ad in the Woodbridge Town News.
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HEALTH & FITNESSHEALTH & FITNESS
Beware of the Pitfalls 

of Fall and Winter
By Kyle Branday MSPT, CDN

When the leaves falling are telling 
you to grab a rake and get the yard 
clean, consider how easy it is to make 
the wrong moves and hurt yourself. 
Raking requires upper body strength 
and endurance. Warm up to yard work 
by exercising your primary muscles 
that include biceps, deltoids, rotator 
cuff, forearm and parascapular muscles. 
Do it before and after raking.

Simple exercises like arm circles, 
pendulums, forearm and upper trap 
stretching will help loosen these muscle 
groups. Proper posture while raking is a 
must. Stay upright, head up, shoulders 
back and don’t hunch forward. Good 
postural habits will prevent rotator 
cuff impingement, strain on neck and 
upper back and puts the upper body in 
position for the greatest mechanical 
advantage to create force and leverage. 
You’ll also use less energy. Once you’ve 
got those leaves raked into piles, now 
comes the real trial. The body’s trunk 
and core are being tested, requiring 
the lumbar spine and hips to generate 
force to move leaf piles. The strain is on 
your obliques, glutes, and hip rotators 
along with the lumbar extensor mus-
cles. What that means is there’s a lot of 
muscle groups interacting to get those 
leaves moved. Never bend from the 
waist to pick up these mounting piles of 
leaves. It is vital to squat and bend your 
knees while you pick up leaves. Keep 
a flat back while you lift. This takes 
the stress off the lower lumbar spine 
eliminating the possibility of strains 
and sprains or worse injuries such as 
herniated discs and sciatica. Helpful, 
also, are warm up and cool down exer-
cises such as hamstring, knee to chest, 
and trunk rotation stretches.

Winterize your body. For you anx-
ious snowbirds, prepare yourself with 
proper exercise. Knees, hamstrings, 
calves, back, shoulders, biceps and tri-
ceps all come into play on the slopes. 
Many of the exercises used in prepa-
ration for yard work, apply to winter 
sports. Trunk rotation stretches, ham-
string stretches, light weight workouts 
with dumbbells for biceps, triceps and 
deltoids are important in preventing 
serious injury. Squats with light bar-
bells for your quads, hamstrings, and 
glutes strengthen these important 
stress absorbing muscles. The spine 

and lower back also takes a heavy shock, 
absorbing a beating during both skiing 
and snowboarding. Prepare yourself 
with warm up knee to chest exercises, 
trunk rotations and quad and ham-
strings stretches.

The physical torque on the hips is 
another skier’s stress moment. Wheth-
er you’re maneuvering moguls or into 
competitive downhill events, hips 
can take a beating in twists and turns. 
One of the most overlooked muscle 
groups which plays a dramatic role 
in performance is your hip rotators. 
The same potential injuries pertain to 
snowboarders who perform more like 
gymnasts than skiers. Torso twists, 
hip movement, high impact landing 
all combine to test even a profession-
al’s performance. So, warm up on the 
carpet, floor, or exercise pad before 
you take on the powder. Proper ex-
ercise techniques, either at home or 
with a professional physical therapist 
or trainer, can keep you fit and in action 
throughout the winter.

Kyle Branday, MSPT, CDN is a licensed 
physical therapist and partner at Amity 
Physical Therapy, founded sixteen years 
ago by Michael Dow MSPT CEO/Director 
with offices in Woodbridge, Hamden and 
Branford. Kyle is a graduate of Quinnipiac 
University with his Masters in Physical 
Therapy. He works with patients of all 
ages and ability levels, treating high 
level athletes with fractures and sprains 
to gait and balance dysfunction in the 
elderly. Kyle can be reached to set up an 
evaluation at (203) 389-4593 or visit www.
amitypt.com.

Physical Fitness, Healing And 
Safety In The Age Of COVID

By Michael Dow, MSPT
While normal living seems to have 

come to a halt during the pandemic, 
physical fitness and the needs of the 
human body to remain healthy and 
strong move on. In fact, “Movement as 
Medicine” is a mantra for Amity Phys-
ical Therapy, the only local physical 
therapy practice that has embedded a 
Fitness unit into all three of its offices.

Founded sixteen years ago by Mi-
chael Dow, MSPT and CEO/Clinical 
Director, Amity Physical Therapy is 
renowned for its “Prehab/Rehab” pro-
gram that has established the practice 
as a destination for patient therapy be-
fore and after orthopedic surgery. “It’s 
possible,” Dow said, “that in many cas-
es surgery can be avoided with specific 
preventative methods. Our clinicians 
are skilled at restoring movement in 
joints, reducing or eliminating pain, 
and possibly avoiding or forestalling 
further orthopedic procedures.

“From pediatrics to geriatrics, we 
cover all the bases in human physical 
movement increasing performance, 
strengthening muscles, ligaments and 
joints, and returning patients to nor-
mal activity in record time,” Dow con-
tinued, “Our Fitness Centers, now an 
integral part of our therapy programs, 
are staffed by licensed professional 
trainers who work side by side with 
physical therapists to apply a holistic 
approach to our practice. Health-Well-
ness-Fitness – it’s all here including 
nutritional programs for the most 
comprehensive physical health service 
in the area.”

Amity Physical Therapy is a classic 
example of the adherence to all Cov-
id-19 safety practices outlined by the 
government. From the socially-dis-
tanced lobby to private therapy rooms 
and tables to fitness equipment – all 
are thoroughly sanitized after patient 
treatments and usage.

Masks and appropriate PPE gear 

are in force. For patients who prefer 
online or Telehealth sessions rather 
than in-person visits, these are offered 
as well. Dow concluded, “Again, we’ve 
covered all the bases in physical health 
responsibly, safely, and in many re-
spects, uniquely.

“With the pandemic having limit-
ed our lives and the way we perform 
personal and professional tasks it also 
limits our physical activity impairing 
our health and weakening the body’s 
physical structure. Correct fitness 
and therapy programs tailored to the 
individual, can significantly sustain 
and improve one’s muscular-skeletal 
profile during a very restrictive time 
in our lives.”

Michael Dow MSPT/CEO founded Amity 
Physical Therapy sixteen years ago and 
maintains offices in Woodbridge, Hamden 
and Branford. He received his degree from 
Sacred Heart University and is recognized 
by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services for his work with the 
national Multiple Sclerosis Society. He 
works with patients of all ages, as well 
as local high school and college athletes. 
Michael can be reached at 203-389-4593 
or visit amitypt.com.

Kyle Branday Michael Dow

CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE!
Display ads start at only $110 per issue.

Call  203-298-4399 to place your ad!
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HOUSES OF WORSHIP EVENTSHOUSES OF WORSHIP EVENTS
14th Annual Community-Wide 
Kristallnacht Commemoration

Congregation Or Shalom in Orange, 
in partnership with the Jewish Feder-
ation of Greater New Haven, will hold 
its 14th Annual Community-Wide Kris-
tallnacht Commemoration on Sunday, 
November 15th at 9am. This year we 
will honor the conscience and heroism 
of Mr. Odd Nansen of Norway.

As Adolf Hitler’s noose was tight-
ening around the neck of German 
Jewry, Odd Nansen, a Norwegian ar-
chitect, threw himself into the work 
of providing a safe-haven for Jewish 
refugees and all who were fleeing Nazi 
persecution. To that end, he and his 
wife Kari created “Nansen-hjelpen” 
(“Nansen-Relief”), a humanitarian or-
ganization in Oslo as well as a shelter 
for refugee children.

On April 9, 1940, Norway was over-
run by Nazi Germany. Tragically, by 
late 1942, most of Nansen’s refugees 
had been systematically murdered by 
the Nazi regime, along with many of 
Norway’s Jews. However, Nansen’s 
brave staff at the children’s shelter 
managed to rescue 14 children by se-
cretly transporting them to Sweden. 
These children survived the Holocaust 
and subsequently found new homes all 
over the world. Some are believed to 
still be alive today.

Meanwhile, Odd Nansen joined 
the Norwegian resistance against 
the Nazis. He was arrested by the 
Gestapo in 1942 and deported to the 
Nazi concentration camp at Sachsen-
hausen, Germany. In Sachsenhausen, 
Nansen courageously maintained a 
secret diary on tissue-paper pages. The 
diary included vivid drawings of the 
horrific details of camp life as they 
happened, in real time. The diary and 
drawings were published after the war 
and provide an important first-hand 

account of the atrocities perpetrated at 
Sachsenhausen. After the war, Nansen 
published his diary in Norway, where 
it was and is still widely known. The 
diary was re-published and annotated 
in English in 2016 as “From Day to Day” 
by Timothy Boyce.

At Sachsenhausen, Nansen risked 
his life to save a ten-year-old Jewish 
boy named Tommy who had sur-
vived the infamous death march from 
Auschwitz. Today, Tommy is Professor 
Thomas Buergenthal, a former judge 
on the International Court of Justice 
at the Hague and Professor Emeritus 
at George Washington University Law 
School in Washington, DC. Years later, 
Professor Buergenthal would write, 

“Odd Nansen not only saved my life; 
he also enriched it with his philoso-
phy of life.”

The entire community is invited to 
join this event, held virtually this year 
via Zoom. It will begin at 9am with the 
solemn lighting of a Yellow Holocaust 
Memorial Candle. Speakers include 
Timothy Boyce, Senator Richard Blu-
menthal and Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus, 
spiritual leader of Congregation Or 
Shalom. The Nansen family in Oslo 
will also participate.

Please contact jewishnewhaven.
org/RSVP to register. Pre-registration 
is required.

Holy Infant Church 
Women’s Guild 

This past summer, the Holy Infant 
Church Women’s Guild was very proud 
to present a $1,000 scholarship to 
graduating senior Mattea Salati. The 
scholarship winner is chosen from the 
parish based on academic achievement, 
community and school participation, 
and church service. Mattei’s applica-
tion clearly documented her outstand-
ing efforts and achievements in all of 
these areas.

Starting the Guild’s new year in 
September, the annual membership 
tea was cancelled due to COVID 19. 
The Guild held a Bake-less Bake Sale 
at the end of the month.

For the October meeting, there was 
a talk on breast cancer awareness by 
Dr. Andrea Silver of Yale via remote 
access by Zoom. The Guild also partic-
ipated in the Boscov’s Friends Helping 
Friends event.

The Guild’s fundraisers help with 
larger charitable works such as filling 
pocketbooks for underprivileged and 
homeless women in the New Haven 
area. Last year the Guild was fortu-
nate to donate 70 filled pocketbooks, 
which were distributed at the Sunrise 

Café’s Christmas Breakfast. This year 
we will be very happy to gather about 
40 pocketbooks which will be filled 
at our November meeting with warm 
hats, gloves, and hygiene products. 
Throughout the year our ladies bake 
goodies and collect socks, coats, under-
wear, and toiletries for a New Haven 
men’s shelter through the Midnight 
Run program. In November we will 
purchase and roast turkeys for the New 
Haven Community Soup Kitchen. Fi-
nally, as in past years, the Guild mem-
bers are blessed to be able to purchase 
Christmas gifts for needy families. That 
brings us to December, the end of 2020 
and with great hope for the beginning 
of a better new year.

Holy Infant ChurchCongregation Or Shalom

Congregation Beth El 
– Keser Israel Events

Indoor Services
› Fridays 6:00 pm

Outdoor Services 
(weather permitting)

› Sundays 9:00 am**
› Mondays 5:45 pm**
› Saturdays 9:30 am
** also available via Zoom, like other 

daily services

Children’s Services
Children’s Havura (up to age 5) and 

K-2 Kehila hold outdoor Shabbat ser-
vices in the BEKI courtyard. For more 
information, consult Youth & Family 
Programming Director Annie Nor-
man-Schiff, anormanschiff@beki.org.

Youth Group Event
BEKI’s USYers will pack Thanksgiv-

ing baskets for food insecure families 
on Sunday, November 22. For more 
information, contact Annie Nor-
man-Schiff.

Wednesday Schmoozes
BEKI high school students will take 

on chess master Jim Eade, best known 
for his books “Chess for Dummies” and 

“The Chess Player’s Bible,” in an hour of 
chess playing, commentary and learn-
ing on November 4.

BEKI’s film and discussion series 
about racial justice starts on November 
11 with a discussion of the film “I Am 
Not Your Negro,” a 2016 award-win-
ning documentary, narrated by Samuel 
L. Jackson, about James Baldwin’s ob-
servations on American race relations.

New Haven Mayor Justin Elicker 
will be the guest for a Town Hall dis-
cussion on November 18.

On December 2, Corey Stone, who 
was part of the executive team at the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau, will discuss issues of debt, debt 

See “Beth-El Keser” On Page 26

Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel

A First! Rejoicing With 
The Torah Outdoors!

On Sunday morning, October 11th 
Congregation Or Shalom in Orange 
held its Celebration of Simchat Torah – 

“Rejoicing with the Torah” – outdoors. 
Simchat Torah is the annual world-
wide celebration of the completion 
of the reading of the Torah, the first 
of the bible’s books. “The reason for 
moving our celebration outdoors was 
to make this event possible for a larger 
number of participants, in this age 
of pandemic awareness,” commented 
Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus, adding, “Be-
sides, the weather was spectacular!”

Pictured above are Rabbi 
Wainhaus, President Bob 

Spaulding and one of the families 
that attended the celebration.
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Congregation B’Nai 
Jacob Events

Our Building is Closed, but Our Community is Open!

Please join us on Livestream or 
Zoom! To register for a Zoom event, 
please call the office at (203)389-2111.

Weekend Happenings
Friday

› 6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat - 
on Zoom only

Saturday
› 9:00 am Bread & Torah
› 10:00am Shabbat service - live 

in the tent weather permitting 
and on Zoom

Sunday
› 9:00am Sunday School on Zoom

Upcoming Classes 
& Events
Rabbi Shapiro’s Fall Class
A Bride for One Night
Mondays, 7:30-9:00pm

On Zoom:
› November 2, 9,16,30
› December 7, 14, 21
› January 4, 11

In her engaging book, “A Bride for 
the Night,” Ruth Calderon rewrote 
Talmudic tales as richly imagined 
short stories, affording the reader an 
entrance into the fascinating world 
of this core ancient text. We will read 
the stories in their original in the 
Talmud as well as reading Calderon’s 
retellings of them. We will embark 
on an imaginative journey into the 
world of the Talmud and get to know 
it in new and surprising ways. No 
background or Hebrew necessary. All 
are welcome. Zoom only — zoom 
link will be sent to participants upon 
registration. To register, email office@
bnaijacob.org or call 203-389-2111.

Family Learning
The best Jewish education is fam-

ily education, when a whole family 
engages in learning together. We are 
excited to do this once a month with 
all of you, as the situation allows.

Our First MONTHLY In-
Person Family Workshop
On the Doorposts of Your 
House and Upon Your Gates
Sunday morning, November 
8, 10:00am - 12:00pm

We will make beautiful mezuzot 
that you can proudly display at home 
and learn all about why we have me-
zuzot, what’s inside them, and why.

We will hold this program safely 
distanced, in our auditorium with a 
table for each family. Masks will be 
worn at all times and bathroom use 
will be one person at a time. If the 
weather permits, we will have snacks 
outdoors. If the guidelines change, 
we will modify the plan.

This program is part of the reli-
gious school, open for all children 
12 and under with a parent and/or 
grandparent. Siblings welcome.

Newcomers welcome - please 
call the office for more information. 
(203) 389-2111

RSVP by November 1 so we can 
prepare supplies and the room 
as needed.

Adult Ed Speaker - on Zoom
Daniel Headrick, Ph.D.
Sunday, December , 10am
“Climate Change: A 
New Perspective”

This talk draws on Professor 
Headrick’s book, “Humans Versus 
Nature: A Global Environmental His-
tory.” Please call the office to register 
(203) 389-2111.

Attention Boys & 
Girls Ages 11-17!

Join the fun and adventure of 
Scouts BSA!

Do you enjoy the outdoors? Camp-
ing, hiking, rock climbing, canoeing, 
and roasting marshmallows around a 
campfire are just a few of the things 
that Scouts can do with their friends. 
For more information contact Jona-
than Glassman at 203-701-8522.

HOUSES OF WORSHIPHOUSES OF WORSHIP

P.O. Drawer 966 | 378 Boston Post Road | Orange, CT 06477
P: (203) 795-1211 • F: (203) 795-1215

www.� omandepaola.com • o�  ce@� omandepaola.com

Protecting what’s important to you
Estate Planning | Estate Administration/Probate

Medicaid Planning | Special Needs Planning
Questions? Call us to set up a no-charge, no-pressure meeting.

Steven P. Floman, Allison M. DePaola-Drozd, and Nicole Camporeale of the law fi rm Floman De-
Paola, LLC are the authors of this article.  This article has been prepared for general informational 
purposes only and is not intended to constitute legal advice or to create an attorney client relation-
ship.  Readers should not act upon the information contained in this article without seeking advice 
from an attorney regarding the specifi c facts and circumstances of your case. 

Are you married? Does one of you depend on the other for 
help with activities of daily living? Are you concerned that 
the surviving spouse may not be able to live independently 
if the “helper spouse” died � rst? If you answered “yes” to 
those questions, you may bene� t from a Family Asset Pro-
tection Trust (“FAPT”). 

What is a FAPT and how does a FAPT work?
• It is a testamentary trust that sets aside assets a� er your 

death for the bene� t of the surviving spouse, rather than 
giving assets outright to your spouse.

• It shelters the assets in the FAPT to protect those assets 
should the surviving spouse apply for Medicaid (Title 
XIX). � at is because the assets in the FAPT will not be 
considered owned by the surviving spouse or available 
to the surviving spouse when determining eligibility.

• Even though assets in the FAPT are not considered avail-
able to the surviving spouse, the Trustee(s) (typically a 
child or children) has the discretion to use assets in the 
FAPT to provide the surviving spouse with income and/
or assets to pay for things the surviving spouse needs. 

• Any assets that have been protected in the FAPT that are 
not used by the surviving spouse can pass down to chil-
dren/grandchildren without needing to “pay back” for 
Medicaid bene� ts the surviving spouse received. 

If you want to protect assets and be able to pass something 
down to children/grandchildren, but worry that the high 
cost of long term care may prevent you from doing that, a 
FAPT may be right for you. If you have questions about the 
FAPT we would be happy to speak with you during a no-
charge initial consultation, no matter how long it lasts.

DID YOU KNOW?
Is A Family Asset Protection 

Trust  Right For You?

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.
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Enjoy a Homespun 
Halloween Holiday

Halloween is a day many people, 
including adults and children, eagerly 
anticipate. Steeped in tradition, Hal-
loween is a day that's always good for 
a scare and, of course, some candy.

Many Halloween traditions are 
rooted in customs from the ancient 
Celtic festival of Samhain. Samhain 
marked the end of the summer harvest 
and the beginning of the cold winter. 
Celts believed that the boundary be-
tween the world of the living and the 
dead was permeable on the night be-
fore the new year, when it was possible 
for ghosts to return and wreak havoc.

Halloween 2020 will likely feel a lit-
tle different than it's been in years past, 
as a global pandemic has forced people 
to limit their interactions with those 
who live outside their homes. But even 
if trick-or-treating or other social gath-
erings are not possible, there are many 
ways to enjoy the Halloween festivities.

Build A Samhain Bonfire
Gather the supplies for a bonfire — 

albeit on a smaller scale. Light a fire 
in a fire pit or outdoor fireplace. While 
ancient Celts burned crops and other 
things as sacrifices to Celtic deities, 
your bonfire can be what you make of 
it. If you want some dramatic effect, 
the science resource ScienceStruck 
notes the addition of metal salts can 
change the color of flames in the fire. 
For example, iron fillings produce gold 
sparks and copper sulfate will make 
green flames. Wear costumes and make 
s'mores while around the Samhain fire.

Make A Witch's Brew
Images of witches stirring a bub-

bling cauldron are ubiquitous on Hal-
loween. Families can create their own 
Halloween "spells" and mix up a batch 
of potion over a campfire or on the 

stove. It can be a favorite soup or stew 
recipe, or cocktails and mocktails for 
the kids. Here's a recipe for "Witch's 
Brew," courtesy of the Food Network® 
and Sandra Lee.

Pour one 6-ounce package of lime 
gelatin into a large bowl. Slowly stir in 
2 cups boiling water. Stir for at least 2 
minutes until the gelatin is completely 
dissolved. Stir in 3 cups chilled pineap-
ple juice. Let cool to room temperature.

Purchase a plastic cauldron from 
a party supply store and one block of 
dry ice. Break up the dry ice and place 
(using tongs or heavy-duty gloves) into 
the bottom of the cauldron. Pour a lit-
tle water on top just to cover to get the 
ice to start "smoking." Place a punch 
bowl that fits inside the cauldron on 
top of the dry ice.

Pour the drink mixture in the punch 
bowl. Slowly add a two-liter bottle of 
chilled lemon lime soda or ginger ale. 
If desired, add two cups chilled vodka. 
Stir gently to mix. Enjoy.

Organize A Community 
Jack-O'-Lantern 
Carving Contest

Large turnips and potatoes were 
once reserved as canvases for Hal-
loween jack-o'-lanterns, but pump-
kins now are the gourd of choice. Ask 
neighbors if they would like to par-
ticipate in the festivities and contrib-
ute toward supplies for a Halloween 
gift basket as a prize. Each household 
then carves a pumpkin and places it on 
their doorstep Halloween night. One 
person can serve as judge and choose 
the winner. Whoever is chosen gets 
the basket, which can be filled with 
treats and trinkets.

Everyone can enjoy some Hallow-
een fun even if they have to stay closer 
to home this year.

Social Distancing 
and Halloween

Halloween is a unique day each 
year when people gather together for 
parties, parades and of course, trick-
or-treating. October 31 is a day that 
most children eagerly await each year 
because it means an opportunity to 
don a costume and come home with 
bags full of sweet treats.

This year Halloween figures to look 
different than it has in years past. 
Homes may have carved pumpkins on 
the doorstep and paper ghosts blowing 
on tree branches. And horror movies 
will no doubt dominate streaming ser-
vice top 10 lists. But thanks to the 
COVID-19 virus, certain Halloween 
traditions may not be possible.

Depending on regulations in your 
city or town, parties, trick-or-treating 
and school functions (if school is in 
session) may be canceled or signifi-
cantly modified. Since COVID-19 is so 
easily spread, health officials have long 
touted the need for social distancing. 
And while masks in public have long 
since become the norm, Halloween 
masks may not be sufficient.

The coronavirus already has scared 
off some Halloween attractions. Uni-
versal Orlando, Disney World and Dis-
neyland have canceled mainstream 
Halloween events for this year. Plus, a 
recent Harris poll on Halloween found 
that, of the 1,970 adults polled, nearly 
three out of four people have no plans 
to take their children trick-or-treating.

So what is the public to do in the 

wake of the risks of going out for 
Halloween?

Maintain social distancing if trick-
or-treating is allowed. This could mean 
staggering times to go on the search 
for candy and avoiding homes where 
trick-or-treaters have already lined up.

Consider small gatherings that ena-
ble youngsters to exchange candy with 
a limited group of friends or neighbors.

Head to the mall or nearby stores 
in costume and get candy from retail-
ers where it may be easier to main-
tain distance.

Wear your mask or special face 
coverings when trick-or-treating. 
Consider building a costume around 
the masks so it fits with the Hal-
loween theme.

Wash hands frequently or use 
hand sanitizer when water and soap 
is unavailable. Limit the number of 
houses you visit to reduce your risk 
of infection.

Ask family or friends to send digital 
treats, such as gift cards or certificates. 
Many restaurants may offer vouch-
er programs for coupons for free ice 
creams at their locations, and while 
these may not be traditional Hallow-
een goodies, ice cream is still sure to 
please youngsters.

Consider car parades instead of 
traditional trick-or-treating.

Despite the COVID-19 virus, Hal-
loween enthusiasts can find ways to 
be safe and have fun this year.



Page 25 Friday, October 30, 2020

Woodbridge:
Thank you! We’re accepting names for our waiting list. 
Applicants must be 62 or older or disabled. One Bdrm-
$1088/mo; Two Bdrm-$1152/mo incl utilities. On-site 

laundry, patios with garden area, o�-street parking, 
handicapped accessible. CHFA Financed. EHO. Gibson 
Assoc., Inc. 175 East Mitchell Ave, Cheshire, CT 06410. 

Ph: 203-272-3781. TDD 1-800-545-1833 Ext 165

Gibson Assoc., Inc. 
175 East Mitchell Ave, Cheshire, CT 06410

Ph: 203-272-3781. TDD: 1-800-545-1833 Ext 165

Apartments For Rent

203-795-203-795-FUELFUEL(3835)(3835)

38 Marsh Hill Rd., Orange, CT 06477

TamaroOil.com

You Call, We Haul, SAME DAY!

Serving Woodbridge &

Bethany Every Day!

Business Cards Ads As Little As $30 Per Issue
2 Issues for $80 or 5 Issues for $150 • Reach Every Home and Business in Woodbridge!

Send Your Card & Payment to: Woodbridge Town News, P.O. Box 1126 Orange, CT 06477 or pay online at www.Woodbridgetownnews.com

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY

Woodbridge’s Exclusive Newspaper
Mailed Free to Every Home in Woodbridge

Mailed Free to Every Business in Woodbridge, Bethany & Westville

YOUR AD HERE
Call Today: 203-553-9062

Orange Historical Society
The Academy Museum

Antique Shop
Open Saturdays 10-3

www.OrangeHistory.org
605 Orange Center Rd.

203-795-3106

Sharon Hine
Landscapes, llc

203.668.6315 sharonlandscapes@gmail.com
www.sharonhinelandscapes.com

Landscape Services & Perennial Gardens 

Design & Installation • Property Maintenance

Clean-ups • Mulch • Lawns • Trees • Shrubs • Fences • Stone Work 
NOFA/Organic Land Care • Free Consultation • Insured • References

CT HIC-0639623

Experienced tutor for Middle and
High School students in: 
English, Math, Chemistry, Physics, 
Social Studies, Reading Comprehension,
Writing Projects, Study Skills, 
SAT / ACT Test Prep, and 
College Application Essays. 

Academic Tutoring and Test 
Preparation Services

Call David (203) 219-1698, or email 
at ddubinsky.nva@gmail.com

OFFERING HOME CARE

I can provide personal care, transportation to 
doctors, shopping etc. Light housekeeping, 
meal preparation & medication reminders.

Companion and overnight care.

For more information call Kathy at 203-808-9640

J M K R I Z . C O M
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COACH STEVE  
SOBEL'S HOOP  

HEAVEN  
CLINICS 

Improve your skills and enhance  
your love of the game with Coach  
Sobel to prepare for the return of  

basketball! 

DATE: NOVEMBER 14, 2020  
TIME: SESSION 1: 9-10:30 AM 

SESSION 2: 11-12:30 PM 
SESSION 3: 1-2:30 PM  

GYM: CT SPORTS CENTER  
(WOODBRIDGE, CT) 
AGES: BOYS AND GIRLS GRADES 4-8 
(SESSIONS 1 AND 2) 
BOYS AND GIRLS GRADES 9-12 
(SESSION 3- ELITE SHOOTING AND 
SKILLS) 

Dr. Steve Sobel is an accomplished basketball coach, college  
professor and motivational speaker. Dr. Sobel has been  

coaching for over 40 years and has helped the careers of  
many big time players, like Jeremy Lamb (Indiana Pacers-  

NBA) and Kevin Freeman (former UConn standout). 

 

 

 For registration information, please contact John LaFrance: 
475-201-6515 

john@johnlafrance.com  

 
 

 

SEE WHY WE’RE THE  Benchmark.

SEE HOW WE LIVE UP TO OUR NAME. 
Schedule a tour at our Assisted Living and  
Memory Care community today or visit  
CoachmanSquareAtWoodbridge.com
21 Bradley Road, Woodbridge, CT  | 203.884.0121 

  

of our residents and families  
say their opinion of Benchmark 
now, is as high or higher than  
it ever was.

Providing decades of compassionate 
care, built on trust and offering peace 
of mind. We value that trust and will 
always work to earn it.

87%

forgiveness, bankruptcy and finances 
through the lens of Jewish texts.

From 8:00 to 9:00pm on Zoom, 
BEKI Schmoozes include a presenta-
tion and time for questions. To request 
the link, email office@beki.org.

A Family’s Account of 
Separation and Survival

Daphne Geismar, author of the 
new book “Invisible Years” about her 
Jewish family’s years of hiding in the 
Netherlands during WWII, will speak 
at the Zoom Schmooze 11 am, Sunday, 
December 6.

Located at 85 Harrison Street (corner of 
Whalley Avenue - Route 63 - in Westville)

“Beth-El Keser” From Page 22

Jim Eade

Justin Elicker

www.WoodbridgeTownNews.com RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.
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176 Amity Road
Woodbridge, CT 06525
Phone: 203-553-9222

Fax: 203-553-9226
www.theupsstorelocal.com/6360

store6360@theupsstore.com

What Can We
Print, Design, Pack

Ship, Copy, Fax,
Notarize, Laminate,

or Bind For You?

Rent a mailbox for 12 
months and receive 
2 additional months 

free with this ad!

Mailbox Special!

OCNS 5s Kindergarten Readiness class enjoyed an 
outdoor story time on a beautiful fall day.

Students in the 3s class at OCNS enjoyed a fall leaves dance using streamers.




