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Two Visions For CT
Clash At Debate

LOGAN AND CABRERA FACE OFF IN HOT CONTEST

By BETTINA THIEL
WOODBRIDGE TOWN NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Two years after a very close election
in 2018, from which Republican State
Sen. George Logan eventually emerged
as the winner, he and his Democratic
challenger, George (Jorge) Cabrera, are
engaged in a rematch for votes in the
17* District. “This has been a year like
no other and it has been a campaign
like no other,” Sen. Logan said during
his opening statement at an October
15 debate, sponsored by the Hamden
Regional Chamber of Commerce, in
conjunction with the League of Wom-
en Voters of Hamden/North Haven
and broadcast live on Facebook. “The
Pandemic has changed all our lives in
extraordinary ways.”

With a slim lead in a traditionally
Democratic district, Logan spoke fast
and with determination, using every
one of the 90 seconds to develop a vi-

sion for Connecticut that would make
it attractive to businesses and people
in equal measure, all while trying to
distinguish himself from his opponent.
He talked about affordable access to
resources, ranging from health care
to education and jobs, as well as top-
ics typically embraced by Democrats,
such as the preservation of natural
resources, even embracing diversity
and equity as fundamental values.

Cabrera meanwhile, a union organ-
izer, put the emphasis on the people,
saying everyone he met with during
the campaign was struggling in some
fashion. “People are working really,
really hard and they are not making
it,” he said.

If elected, his focus would be on
health care, jobs and worker’s protec-
tions during the pandemic, including
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Candidates In 114" Vow
Advocacy For Local Communities

BY BETTINA THIEL
WOODBRIDGE TOWN NEWS CORRESPONDENT
Residents of the 114" House dis-
trict this fall have a choice to fill the
seat long held by Republican Themis
Klarides, who is stepping aside after 20
years in the House, rising through the
ranks to the position of minority lead-
er. Vying to replace her are Republican
Dan DeBarba, a healthcare executive,
and Democrat Mary Welander, both
Orange residents. The district encom-
passes Orange, Woodbridge, and Derby.
“I want to make sure our communi-
ty has an advocate on the state level,”
Welander said in a phone conversation.

“Iwant to work in partnership with the

state, so that our town will get the
funding we need.”

For DeBarba, the ultimate goal is
to make sure the state is attractive
enough for people to want to stay
because they see job- and business
opportunities, especially for young
families like his children’s. “Regard-

less of how we got here we can’t come
back [from the pandemic] in a bubble,”
he said, adding that the state needs
to be competitive in order to thrive.

“We need to make sure the economy is

growing,” he said. Like most Republi-
can candidates, he advocates for lower
taxes, less wasteful spending and less
burdensome regulations, although the
latter does not include environmental
regulation, which he supports.

For instance, he proposes to rein-
state tax credits for research and de-
velopment; he supports tax credits for
manufacturers who offer apprentice-
ships. Growth should be the overriding
goal. “The state needs to set a target
growth,” he said, and “then we need to
determine what changes would have
to be made to reach that target.” For
example, given the pandemic, the state
should consider deferring implemen-
tation of the minimum wage raises,
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Couple Wants To Make Country
Club A Novel Golf Destination

By BETTINA THIEL
WOODBRIDGE TOWN NEWS CORRESPONDENT

A chemical engineer in Hartford
County, Timothy Vale, and his website
designer wife, Patti, introduced a novel
idea for the Country Club of Wood-
bridge to the Board of Selectmen last
month. Their idea is to revive the golf
course, but with a virtual component,
allowing players to play partially on the
physical course with its real challenges,
and partially in a virtual reality.

Nexus Golf, as the enterprise would
be called, would lease about 50 acres
from the town’s Country Club property
to accommodate a nine-hole course,
which can be played as a full-size 18-
hole course thanks to the addition of
simulator stations. The existing club
house would be eliminated, they said,
but the plan is to build a modern club-
house with glass and steel, overlooking
the greenway.

The simulators would allow people
not only to play a round a lot faster
than on a traditional 18-hole course,
but would also provide feedback about
each shot they take. The virtual games
would be partially played in sheds.

“It’s a solution the whole town can
get behind,” Vale said, adding that it
will attract younger players as well as
those who want to improve their tech-

nique. The proposal would still allow
the town to develop the rest of the 153-
acre property any way it likes, including
a park with hiking trails, if it chooses.

The town would be getting regu-
lar income from the lease, Vale said,
adding that according to his research,
a fair market lease price would come
in at just under $7,000 per month or
$83,888 per year. The new golf course
would rejuvenate the property, which
at this point is minimally maintained
by the town’s park crew, but many res-
idents complain about the property
being overgrown and neglected.

The proposed course would not com-
pete with the neighboring Tradition
Country Club at Oak Lane, he said,
since it’s not designed to be a profes-
sional golf course. Their proposal is
for a family-friendly activity, complete
with food trucks, and maybe as a small-
scale musical entertainment venue and
night golfing.

Introducing a fresh new concept
is the only way to bring golf back to
the property, Patti Vale said, adding
that it would offer jobs for Woodbridge
residents, “moms in particular.” “It’s a
very new, patented idea,” Tim Vale add-
ed. They have no experience running

See “Country Club” On Page 3

2 gLECT

GEORGE

LOGAN

_ ” State Senate

Working to Make Connecticut Affordable
* Protecting our Zoning

e Supporting Our Police
e Serving the people of the 17th District

Vote by mail, vote in person, but VOTE to keep
George our State Senator

Paid for by Re-elect Senator Logan, Ronald Swatt, Treasurer, Approved by George Logan.

€3 @ ReelectLogan @ ReelectLogan.com




Friday, October 30, 2020 @ﬂgm ' Page 3
“Country Club” From Page 2 the ridge parallel to Woodmont Road.
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Phase 2 would start in August

a golf course, but they have an idea
and enough entrepreneurial spirit to
give it a shot.

A standard in the golf industry is
that you need to record 24,000 rounds
in order to turn a profit, and when
it was still in operation, the Country
Club of Woodbridge attracted as many
as 30,000 rounds. But even if they do
not immediately reach those numbers,
they would be able to sustain the busi-
ness with as little as 22,000 rounds,
he said, “because our expenses are
so much lower.” Given that this is a
9-hole course, they would be using less
chemicals, less water and generally less
maintenance.

Development would be in two phas-
es, starting in January 2021; with
phase 2 starting in the fall of 2021.
Phase 1, as he outlined in his pres-
entation, starts with a 13-acre lease
for a 3-hole practice loop, four indoor
simulators in a shed; and four outdoor
simulators with netting; also an amphi-
theater with stadium seating; a snack
shack and bar area; restrooms.

Renewing the sprinkler system and
renovating the maintenance building
are also part of this first phase. Con-
struction of the buildings would start
in January 2021, and construction of
the course next spring, mostly along

2021 with construction of the 9-hole
golf course and two additional indoor
simulators in a shed; and in October
of next year, construction of a new
clubhouse with wine tasting room and
bar. The golf course would stretch out
to the east and southern boundary of
the property, including the pond, the
sledding hill and hiking trails, should
the town decide to install them.

The capital investment they are
planning to make is $1.2 million for
Phase 1, which they would pay out of
pocket, Vale said. As for Phase 2, they
envision a capital investment of $2.4
million, for which they are looking for
investors,” and some have shown in-
terest,” he said.

An all-virtual indoor golf club called
Nexus Golf opened in New York City.
But unlike that exclusive, members-on-
ly club, the Woodbridge facility would
be open to anyone curious enough to
try it out. “This is the best property
for what we want to be doing,” Tim
Vale said. “We know this is the future
of golf and we are going to take golf
into the future.”

Details have yet to be negotiated.
Town Counsel Gerald Weiner said if
the lease is for more than a year, it is
treated as a sale and subject to a special
town meeting.

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.

You can't fight Mother Nature.
But you can retire to a cozy place
and tell her where to go.

Okay Mother Nature, here's the deal: no matter what you throw at us, it will always be comfy and
cozy at The Linden at Woodbridge. And our residents don’t have to clean up after you either.

Call (203) 350-3260 to schedule your complimentary lunch and tour. Sign by the last day
of the month, and receive a two-year rent lock on any apartment you choose!

(New residents only.)

A Whole Lotta Heart

330 Amity Road - Woodbridge

(203) 350-3260 - TheLindenAtWoodbridge.com
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10 FRASER ROAD
Remarkable Sprawling Ranch
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Accredited Buyer Representative r
Certified Negotiation Specialist
Certified Residential Specialist
Senior Real Estate Specialist

Graduate Realtors Institute

Questions?

Just call Judy!
203-605-5128
judy@judy-cooper.com
Judy-Cooper.com

Distincti, deiightful, & well cared-for ranch on 2+ac
lightly wooded corner lot in a desirable neighborhood.
42282 square feet  £SN &% '
+3Beds & 3.5Baths g
il 4 Large livingroom withjess
cathedral ceiling, ceiling |

{ fan, two-story windows,

'] & new hardwood floors

S 4+ Remodeled eat-in
kitchen with extensive ¢

| St. Charles cabinetry, L

granite countertops, breakfast bar island, & stainless-

steel appliances including 5-burner range with hood

<4 Den with wood fireplace, built-ins, & cedar closet

<4 Master bedroom with dressing area & full en-suite

{ with whirlpool tub, bidet, & tile shower with bench
— = I 4+ Large recreation room with fireplace in lower level

5 ! B I <4 Laundry room adjacent to kitchen with utility sink

g gl + Composite deck in rear off formal dining room

o + Large, stone patio with hot tub in rear

: ,] <4 4-car attached garage accessed from lower level

¥ + Circular, paved & gated driveway with lamp posts

<4 Central air conditioning & 10-zone baseboard heat
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Veteran’s Day
Ceremony

Due to COVID-19, we are NOT
gathering for our annual Veteran’s
Day ceremony this year. This somber
ceremony, organized by local veteran
Dr. Barry Josephs, is an important re-
minder of the sacrifice’s veterans have
made for our country. Veteran’s Day
is an important day when we pause to
honor the men and women who have
served in our armed forces.

To paraphrase former President
Ronald Reagan, some people live an
entire lifetime, and wonder if they
have ever made a difference in the
world, but our veterans do not have
that problem. They HAVE made a dif-
ference. On behalf of the Town, I ex-
tend our deepest thanks and gratitude
to all our veterans and their families.

Town Hall Appointments

We opened Town buildings for
in-person appointments beginning
on Monday, October 26, 2020. Our
doors will remain locked, and folks
will be allowed in only by appoint-
ment. For several months during the
pandemic, Town staff did a wonderful
job of being creative and providing
all needed services to our residents.
Now, as we enter the colder months,
itis important that we give people the
opportunity to come in from the cold
and meet face-to-face if and when ab-
solutely necessary. I believe that most
residents have been satisfied with
meeting staff at the door, or picking
up and dropping off paperwork, but
there are certainly instances where
something may be more complicated
and not easily handled in a very quick
interaction.

Masks and social distancing remain
mandatory, and we have added hand
sanitizing stations at the main entries
to our buildings.

The Town Library will re-open for
browsing during limited hours begin-
ning on Thursday, November 5, 2020
on Tuesdays 11-3, Thursdays 4-7 and
Fridays 1-4.

There are no plans to resume in-per-
son meetings or allow outside groups
to use Town buildings at this time.
We are keeping a watchful eye on the
coronavirus numbers. They have been
rising statewide and locally as well. We
have had 8 new cases reported over the
past month. None of these cases were
from nursing homes or extended care
facilities - all were from private resi-
dences. We remain in constant contact
with the Quinnipiac Valley Health Dis-
trict, and will advise the public if the
need for operational changes becomes
necessary.

Please continue to social distance,
wash your hands and wear a mask! If

you are out in our Town, and you see
someone not wearing a mask please
ask them politely to put a mask on. If
you feel uncomfortable asking, please
call the police non-emergency number:
203-387-2511 for further assistance.
WE ALL MUST TAKE RESPONSIBIL-
ITY TO KEEP EACH OTHER SAFE.

Cell Tower Update

In mid-July the Town was notified
of a proposed private transaction be-
tween residents at 118 Newton Road
and Cellco Partnership DBA Verizon
Wireless, of their intent to construct
anew cell tower at 118 Newton Road
in Woodbridge to “fill existing wireless
service gaps.”

Under Connecticut State Statutes,
cell towers are specifically exempt from
local Zoning Ordinances and are sole-
ly under the jurisdiction of the State
Siting Council. The Town Plan and
Zoning Commission and the Board
of Selectmen have no authority to
approve or disapprove the cell tower.

The Town of Woodbridge NEV-
ER asked for, proposed, or had any-
thing to do with, erecting this tower
in our Town.

I believe that this cell tower does
NOT belong in a residential neighbor-
hood, and we are constantly working
to seek an alternate location that pro-
vides the needed service, but does not
impact any residential neighborhood
in our Town.

At our Regular Meeting on Octo-
ber 14, the Board of Selectmen voted
unanimously against the construction
of the proposed cell tower at this loca-
tion. We also voted unanimously to
speak with an attorney familiar with
cases such as this, to advise the Board
as how to prevent the construction
of the tower in a residential area in
Town. On October 22, 2020, the Board
voted unanimously to hire Attorney
Ira Bloom to assist the Town and the
Board in this matter. I will continue
to keep residents updated on this very
important matter.

Halloween

In normal times, Halloween is a
wonderful and fun-filled event for
everyone. Please follow the CDC
Guidelines regarding this holiday to
stay safe and prevent the spread of
COVID-19. I personally would rec-
ommend against door to door trick or
treating, as itis hard to maintain safe
social distancing, does not minimize
contact with non-household mem-
bers, and sharing candy and/or food
is obviously quite risky. The Town has

See “First Selectman” On Page 17

MASSARO

COMMUNITY FARM
News & Notes From
Massaro Community Farm

We are pleased that so many people
have taken advantage of the outdoor
events and activities we’ve offered
during the month of October. Even
though you will see less of us over
the next few months, we’ll contin-
ue to hold activities as long as it is
feasible. Farm products, both from
our own fields and from nearby farms,
will continue to be for sale through
our online store (as long as there is
demand) while we plan for another
robust season in 2021. Event regis-
tration is on Eventbrite.com unless
otherwise stated.

Youth Explorers Program:
New Session Added

Registration is open for the sec-
ond session of our popular outdoor
Explorers program, Sundays from
11:30am-1:30pm. The current series
began October 18 and will run through
December 6 and you may pay pro rata
for the number of weeks your child can
attend. Geared for children ages 6-11.
Participants will identify animal tracks
on the trail, build a survival shelter,
enjoy safe time by the fire, learn about
native plant use, observe the change
in seasons, and understand how our
lives impact the planet’s health. Class
size is limited to eight (8) participants
to enable social distancing.

Fall Adult Workshop:
Medicinal Oils and Herbs
with Mary Claire Whelan

There are only a few spots left for
this medicinal herb class on Satur-
day, November 14 from 2:00-4:00pm.
Herbal oils and salves are a wonderful
and easy way to integrate plant-based
health and wellness into your life. Join
Massaro farmer Mary Claire Whelan
as she describes some of the medic-
inal herbs growing around the farm.
Together, you'll create your very own
topical preparations. Great for begin-
ning herbalists and those looking to
start integrating plant-based wellness
practices into their lives. Everyone will
return home with 1 jar of medicinal oil
and 1 tin of homemade salve. Dress for
outdoor seasonal weather and please
wear a mask. $30/pp.

Registration Opens
For Our 2021 Seasonal
Vegetable Subscription

We know that next spring seems
a long way off. But for those of you
wanting to enjoy a weekly share of

organic vegetables from our farm, sub-
scribing now supports the CSA (Com-
munity Supported Agriculture) model.
When you sign up now, you provide
us with the cash we need to purchase
equipment and supplies, allowing
Farmer Steve to plan more efficiently
for the growing season. This past year,
we experienced a 20% growth in CSA
customers and even had to turn some
folks away. You can secure your 2021
CSA subscription now with a deposit
of as little as $100; flexible payment
plans are available. In the meantime,
you can enjoy a selection of winter
crops through our online store. Pric-
ing for 10-or 20-week CSA shares and
descriptions of what’s in a share can be
found on our website: MassaroFarm.
org/join-our-CSA.

Recent Grant Awards

The farm is the recipient of two
grant awards that will further im-
prove our infrastructure. First, we
were awarded a grant from National
Resource Conservation Service (a divi-
sion of USDA) for work to be complet-
ed over the next 24 months. This award
covers installation of a new drainage
swale in our largest field on the North
side of the farm, for the planting of
native perennials on the slope adjacent
to our recent parking addition, for an
improved gravel driveway behind the
produce wash station and for anoth-
er high tunnel. The second award is
from the Connecticut Department of
Agriculture and would support the
purchase of a new solar-powered chick-
en coop to house up to 300 chickens,
along with egg washing and storage
facilities. We plan to add a chicken
operation to the farm in 2021 to per-
manently make fresh eggs a part of our
offerings. Each of these grants would
require matching funds.

Massaro Community Farm is a non-
profit, certified organic community farm
on 57 acres of land whose mission is to
keep farming, feed people, and build
community. In addition to growing
vegetables for seasonal subscribers, the
farm donates thousands of pounds each
year to hunger relief. The farm serves
as a hub of education for all ages and
shares its space with the community. The
farm’s nature trail is open to the public
365 days a year. For more information,
visit our website at www.MassaroFarm.
org or contact Executive Director Caty
Poole at 203-736-8618.

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.
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Below are the remaining 2020 issue dates & deadlines
of the Woodbridge Town News.
Thank you for your submissions to Your Home Town Newspaper.

Upcoming Issue Date
November 20 | Thanksgiving Issue

Issue Deadline
November 13

December 11 | Holiday Issue

December 4

Note: Copy due by 4:00p.m. Thank you.
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Woodbridge 6™ Grader
to Join Kid Reporters

On September 28 Scholastic Kids
Press announced that Luke Lamour, a
6% grader from Woodbridge, CT will
join this award-winning team of Kid
Reporters, ages 10-14, who report
“news for kids, by kids.”

During the 2020-2021 program
year, Luke will interview newsmak-
ers from his community and share
the perspectives of his peers on the
2020 U.S. presidential election and
other issues that matter most to young
people today. Kid Reporter stories are
published on the Scholastic Kids Press
website, and featured in select issues

of Scholastic Classroom Magazines,
which reach more than 25 million stu-
dents nationwide.

Over the past two decades, Kid Re-
porters have made headlines covering
major national and world events and
interviewing influential figures, in-
cluding conservationist Jane Goodall,
Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden,
composer Lin-Manuel Miranda,
award-winning author Jason Reyn-
olds, and Supreme Court Justice So-
nia Sotomayor, in addition to United
States presidents Barack Obama and
Donald J. Trump.

Achievements
SUNY Delhi

Delhi, NY - Jacob Noble of Orange
(MESA HIGH SCHOOL) is one of more
than 950 students who began their
college careers at SUNY Delhi in Au-
gust 2020. Noble is pursuing a degree

in Nursing.

Enrollments
Eastern Connecticut
State University

Willimantic, CT - More than 1,150
first-time and transfer students en-
rolled at Eastern Connecticut State
University for the fall 2020 semester.
Among the new Eastern students is
Solangeline Williams of Woodbridge,
a full-time freshman who is majoring
in Social Work.

Graduations
Hofstra University

Hempstead, NY - About 2,000 Hof-
stra University students earned their

undergraduate, graduate, or law de-
grees this spring and summer. Due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, virtual
commencement ceremonies were held
on August 23, 2020. The following
Woodbridge residents were among the
graduates: Victoria Staniewicz earned
a Bachelor of Business Administration
in Marketing and Kayla Wuestefeld
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Film Stud-

ies & Production.

Stonehill College

Easton, MA - Julia Healey, of Wood-
bridge, graduated with the Class of
2020 during a virtual Commencement
Ceremony this summer at Stonehill
College. Initially scheduled for Sunday,
May 17 with a traditional in-person
format but knocked off course by COV-
ID-19, Stonehill’s 69* Commencement
finally took place on Saturday, August
8 making history as the College’s first
virtual Commencement and the first
ever held in August.

Atkention Teachers'

We want to know what’s going on in your classroom!
Let us know about any fun activities or holiday projects.

You can also send us your pictures.
(Parental consent required)

Woodbridge Town News
P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477 » edit@WoodbridgeTownNews.com
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BY CHUCK PYNE ()

Can A Person Get
A Little Info?

Two hot issues have appeared on
the Woodbridge scene of late, yet in-
formation from Town Hall has been
meager, at best. We are a small town
and when events occur that cause our
residents to mobilize or otherwise ask
a LOT of questions, our local leaders, I
respectfully submit, have an obligation
to keep us informed. Instead, we have
been left in the dark.

The first topic is the proposed cell
tower to be erected on private prop-
erty on Soundview Drive. Verizon
approached the property owner due
to the desirable elevated location and
the amount of open space available on
the property. The Town was notified of
this proposal in mid-July. It was weeks
before the neighbors became aware
of it. That’s not good communication.
Whether one believes the tower should
go there or not is not the issue here.
The problem is that the current admin-
istration sat on the information and
did not inform the neighbors let alone
the town as a whole. In fact, concerned
neighbors sent a mailer at their own
expense to every address in town with
more information than has been pro-
vided to residents to date. That’s cer-
tainly not the transparency our local
leadership has promised over and over.

The second topic with even a poten-
tially broader impact on Woodbridge
is the submission of a zoning variance
for the 1.5-acre, single-family property
at 2 Orchard Road. The potential buyer
of the property is asking for a variance
to erect a 4-family unit on the parcel.
But this is no ordinary application. It
is a 145-page document that not only
sets the stage to attempt to nullify
our single-family 1.5 or 2-acre zon-
ing system town-wide, but also uses
terms including “exclusionary,” “illegal-
ly limiting multi-family opportunities,”

“segregation” and “discriminatory.” The
things being said about our town are
terrible! While our First Selectman
may be limited in what can be said in
public about a pending application, it is
certainly within her rights, and indeed
her obligation, to defend the town and
explain the basis for the zoning we
have today. So, let us look, briefly, at
the actual history of our zoning laws.

Our current zoning laws were first
adopted in 1932. Stated in the first par-

agraph: “For the purpose of promoting

the health, safety and general welfare

of the community; for the purpose of
lessening congestion in the streets; for
the purpose of securing safety from

fire, panic and other dangers; for the

purpose of preserving the overcrowd-
ing of land and avoiding undue concen-
tration of population; for the purpose

of facilitating adequate provision of
transportation, water, sewage, schools,
parks and other public requirements;

for the purpose of conserving the value

of the buildings and encouraging the

most appropriate use of land through-
out the town.”

To be sure, there have been changes
since 1932, but the foundational ideas
have served our community well. They
are not discriminatory in nature, far
from it. They are practical and stated
clearly. In most of Woodbridge the
house lots lack access to public wa-
ter or public sewage treatment. Con-
sequently, larger lots are needed to
accommodate the health and safety
demands of septic systems and private
wells. Conversely, in lower Woodbridge,
where lots are smaller, public water
and sewer are generally available. Our
First Selectman can provide further
detail on the zoning requirements to
accommodate private wells and sep-
tic systems. The point is every Wood-
bridge resident should be informed on
this issue and be able to defend our
Town from the baseless accusations
made in the application. I have spoken
to the First Selectman twice on this
issue thus far and she told me this ap-
plication came as a complete surprise
to her the day of the press conference
held by the applicant’s attorneys at our
Town Hall. But from that day forward
there should have been a stream of
information about this issue available
to all residents. While [ am sure none
of us consider ourselves segregation-
ists, we do need facts to nullify the
damage to the Town’s reputation such
accusations bring.

Going forward, we request as much
transparency as is humanly possible
(without harming the Town’s position
to defend itself legally when required)
on issues that may impact our Town’s
finances, schools, taxes and general
quality of life.

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.

From The Woodbridge
Democratic Town Committee

BY LAURENCE GROTHEER

I saw an editorial cartoon recently
that for me, perfectly captured the
plight of this nation at this year’s po-
litical crossroads. The drawing had op-
posing, side-by-side panels: on the left
Democrats were together to support
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris. One of
the signs read, “Us!”

The right-side panel showed Repub-
licans supporting Trump. The sign in
that crowd read, “Me!”

Local Republican candidates Logan,
DeBarba, Streicker, and Southworth
have yet to explain how fealty to their
running mate, Donald Trump - and
today’s “me first” Republican party

- reflects the best interests of Wood-
bridge and its residents.

Consider their qualifications. In
2016 George Logan emerged from the
executive suite of a utility company to
consistently tow the Republican line
in Hartford, with unilateral support
for restrictive public policy. Both Dan
DeBarba and Margaret Streicker still
spend their professional energies in
New York, with no public service re-
cord in Connecticut whatsoever. Mike
Southworth has had to publicly apolo-
gize for a years-long trail of repugnant,
misogynist social media posts.

How can voters realistically ex-
pect these candidates to repre-
sent the pressing needs of Wood-
bridge families?

The Democratic slate features Jorge
Cabrera, who spends every day help-
ing hardworking Connecticut families,
Mary Welander, who serves Orange
residents on its Board of Education
and in two other leadership posi-
tions, U.S. Rep. Rosa DeLauro, who
has worked effectively, and with dis-
tinction, on behalf of this district for
decades, and Senator James Maroney,
previously a state Representative, who
works professionally helping students
prepare for college.

Beyond their failure to bridge this
qualifications gap, the Republican can-
didates remain unwilling to condemn
the excesses of their running mate,
Donald Trump. Their silence makes
them complicit; they must therefore
be held accountable.

Some Democrats think the worst
feature of these Trump years has
been converting the Oval Office into
an ATM, through which Trump and
his family reap huge financial re-
wards. Others think the worst thing
is Trump’s blatant, almost boastful
immorality: his admitted assaults on
women, his incessant lying, and his
ongoing failure - still, after all these

months - to protect Americans from
the worst pandemic in 100 years.

In some circles people are out-
raged by Trump’s determination to
concentrate wealth among the already
wealthy with contemptable tax cuts for
billionaires and jaw-dropping, corona-
virus relief giveaways to corporations.

None of this seems to bother Logan,
DeBarba, Streicker, nor Southworth,
however. They remain eager to sell
this current Republican brand with no
questions asked. I, therefore, question
their suitably to serve.

I believe some of the worst of all
Trump’s crimes are committed against
the very nature of this nation. I con-
demn Trump’s utter contempt for
the government he leads, the people
it serves, and laws of the land. I'm
ashamed of how he devalues the Unit-
ed States on the world stage, mocking
allies and dealing amicably with dic-
tators. I cringe at how Trump makes
hate fashionable, literally dividing
Americans by race, religion, economic
standing, immigration status, gender,
political affiliation, sexual orientation,
and language spoken — contradicting
the very name of this nation.

I believe Democrats will reverse
these destructive trends undermining
American society. [ believe Democratic
candidates Cabrera, Welander, DeLau-
ro, and Maroney will help restore civil-
ity, trust, reason, and predictability to
this state and to this nation.

Perhaps U.S. Rep. Jahana Hayes
(CT-5) put it best last week, the day
after her virtual campaign event was
hacked and terrorized by racists and
their hateful invective. “I am tired,
completely and utterly tired. No, actu-
ally 'm exhausted,” Rep. Hayes wrote.

“It does not mean that I am broken, or
that I will give up. It does not mean
that I do not love my country or rec-
ognize that one person does not speak
for the majority.” And then Rep. Hayes
quoted Edmund Burke, “the only
thing necessary for the triumph of
evil, is for good people to do nothing.”

This week, Woodbridge voters can
act decisively to restore logic, reason,
stability, and decency to this state and
this nation, and put to rest the bom-
bast of these past four years. A vote for
the entire Democratic slate is a vote
for “us” - to improve conditions for all.

Laurence Grotheer is the current
chairman of the Woodbridge Democratic
Town Committee. His experience includes
more than 20 years in state and municipal
government working professionally, in

appointed positions, and in elected office.

“The vote is the most powerful nonviolent tool we have.” — JOHN LEWIS
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Dan'deBarba

ENDORSED REPUBLICAN AND INDEPENDENT PARTY CANDIDATE

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Leadership * Compassion ¢ Results

Experience and Leadership

* More than three decades of Healthcare Leadership
and Financial Management

* Former President of Norwalk and Danbury Hospitals
o Certified Public Accountant and Small Business Owner
* Former Medic, Connecticut Army National Guard

With your support, I’ll bring three decades
of healthcare leadership, balancing

multi-million dollar budgets and bringing
people together to meet serious challenges

and solve real problems.

an and his lovin;g Famil gﬁ W
We Can and Will Do Better

e State Budget - Address Connecticut’s very real budget crisisin an open, honest and serious manner.

* Economy - Rebuild our state economy by supporting pro-business policies and investment.
* Education - Defend local control of the Woodbridge, Orange and Derby school systems.

 Healthcare - Protect Connecticut by creating along term statewide plan to combat future health crises.

Endorsed by Themis Klarides

DeBarbaForStateRep.com

Paid for by DeBarbaForStateRep, Judy Szewczyk, Treasurer. Approved by Dan DeBarba
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DeBarha Outlines Challenges
of Next Legislative Session

Three or potentially four (if the ACA
is struck down) colliding challenges
will make the next legislative session
an extraordinarily difficult one. They
are as follows:

1. the weakness of Connecticut’s
pre-COVID structural finances -
we have overtaxed, overspent and
overborrowed, leaving our state in
a very difficult position;

2. the horrible impact that COV-
ID-19 has had upon our state’s
economy leading to significant un-
employment and business closure
and interruption;

3. the severe lack of Connecticut’s
competiveness with other states

— the stark reality is that Connect-

icut’s attempt to recover econom-
ically will not be in a vacuum - we
will need to compete with other
states and Connecticut performed
terribly in the post Great Reces-
sion recovery (2009 to 2019); and

4. the health care challenges that
our state will face if the Afforda-
ble Care Act is struck down and
a replacement plan isn’t passed
that reasonably preserves Medic-
aid eligibility levels, pre-existing
conditions protection, up to age 26
health insurance protection, and
functioning health exchanges and
marketplaces.

In order to seriously face these
challenges, the Connecticut legislature
will need to be aggressive and bold. It
must not do what it has done for the
four decades under one party control

- mainly presiding over Connecticut’s
economic deterioration. Our state sen-
ators and representatives must do the
following:

1. Understand that this a battle
with other states that can be
won or lost;

2. Refrain from tax increases as they
make our state less competitive
and drive out job creators;

3. Make sweeping reforms and elimi-
nate regulations that hamper busi-
ness growth and much needed in-
vestment in our cities and towns;

4. Aggressively reduce spending in all
non-essential areas without regard
to special interests;

5. Collaborate with the state’s work-
force and its representation to
identify and eliminate waste and
reduce costs;

6. Expand the use of nonprofit organ-
izations to deliver state services,
implementing broad based tech-
nology solutions, cutting duplica-
tive state functions, eliminating
overtime and ending the running
up of pension calculations;

7. Stop passing the buck to local mu-
nicipalities further burdening the
residents of Connecticut who are
already paying too much in prop-
erty taxes;

8. Select an agreed upon econom-
ic growth target and take all the
necessary steps to achieve this
target; and

9.Form a bipartisan health task-
force to deal with the uninsured
patient population that Connect-
icut’s hospitals and physicians will
likely encounter if the Affordable
Care Act is struck down without
an appropriate replacement.

We must all remember that these
are unprecedented times and they re-
quire unprecedented action to achieve
success and prosperity. The status
quo will not work and many of those
residents who can leave Connecti-
cut will do so if we don’t change our
ways. It is not too late if we make the
right choices.

Logan Endorsed by the Police
Officers Association of CT

On October 12, 2020, the Police
Officers Association of Connecticut
(“POACT”) endorsed State Senator
George Logan in his bid for reelection
of the state’s 17 Senatorial District.

Sargent Kris J. Engstrand, a mem-
ber of POACT’s advisory board, wrote,
“Our endorsement is based upon your
support on the public safety issues
that affect the citizens of Connecti-
cut, and on your commitment to fair
working conditions for the men and
women in blue who put their lives on
the line each day to protect and serve

our communities.”

POACT was founded to “...bring all
police officers together, regardless of
union affiliation, to be a strong and
unified voice in public policy and
legislation.”

“POACT is the third police organiza-
tion to endorse my candidacy. I can’t
tell you how much it means to me that
our public safety officers know and
appreciate my work at the Capitol. I
can assure them and the public that
I know and appreciate their work, as
well,” said, Senator Logan.

_ELECTION 2020

CT State Police Union Endorses
DeBarha for State Rep.

The Connecticut State Police Union
has endorsed Dan DeBarba for State
Representative of the 114" district.
In its endorsement letter, the State
Police Union credited both DeBarba’s

“support for public safety” and his “sup-
port of the safety of our police officers”
as the most significant factors driving
their decision to back his campaign.

Not many candidates running for
office have received an endorsement
from the Connecticut State Police Un-
ion. Upon receiving the endorsement,
DeBarba said, “I am honored to be one
of the few candidates for State Repre-
sentative to receive the endorsement

of the Connecticut State Police Union.
We must never forget to support those
who risk their lives each and every day
to keep us safe and secure. Thank you
to the State Police for placing their
trust in me just as my family and I
place our trust in them.”

DeBarba is a longtime resident of
Orange and has three children who
have all graduated from Amity High
School. DeBarba is the former presi-
dent of Norwalk and Danbury Hospi-
tals and is currently the Chief Finan-
cial Officer of alarge health system in
New York. Additionally, he and his wife,
Lynn, own a small business in the area.

Logan Endorsed for Re-Election
by Derby Police Union

On October 5, 2020, the Derby Po-
lice Union publicly endorsed Senator
Logan in his bid for reelection as State
Senator for the 17% District. By letter
to Senator Logan, PTL Frank DeAnge-
lo, the union’s President, wrote, “Our
membership believes that you have
demonstrated through your words
and actions a comprehensive under-
standing of the challenges facing police
officers in their everyday duties, as well
as the new challenges introduced in the

wake of the flawed police accountabili-
ty bill.” The letter recognized the great

need for legislators like Senator Logan

who support the police and the safety

they provide to our communities. Sen-
ator Logan commented, “The police are

an important institution necessary for
our safety and our liberty. They need

our support to do the job that we ask

them to do. I'm pleased the Derby Po-
lice Union knows I support them and

will continue to support them.”
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VOTE

AMERICA

EVERY VOTE COUNTS
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Submit your letters for our "From Our Readers" section to:
Woodbridge Town News, P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477
or email: letters@woodbridgetownnews.com.

Please limit letters to 500 words and include a daytime phone number in

case we have any questions. Letters must be exclusive to the Woodbridge

Town News for publication. We reserve the right to reject any letter.
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Welander Has Remained
Silent on School
Regionalization

In Connecticut right now, one very
serious challenge our communities
face is the threat of forced school re-
gionalization. Hartford politicians
have used events of the last few
months including the pandemic of
COVID 19 to advocate for schools to
be regionalized based on their probate
court district lines. This poses a signif-
icant threat to the Amity School Sys-
tem and our other fine local schools
as it would dissolve our great school
district that has already regionalized.
The intent of this proposal is clear,
the goal is to wrest control from com-
munities, towns, and school boards
that are tied to parents and students,
and instead grant sweeping power to
paternalistic bureaucrats in Hartford
to make decisions for them.

Democrat, Mary Welander, has re-
mained silent on this issue, as she also
has on other vital issues concerning
public education in the state of Con-
necticut, including the utilization of
resource officers in our public schools.
Welander’s silence raises concerns on
how responsive she would be to her
constituents were she to be elected.
The residents of these towns who are
concerned about maintaining their
influence over the education their
children receive deserve to know how
Welander stands on such an important
issue. Welander’s seeming inability to
take a solid stance on issues expands
beyond education and she has been
unable to clarify to Connecticut voters
if she would support the radical policy
of defunding the police either.

Sixty percent of businesses have
closed in Connecticut due to the recent
pandemic; this has greatly impacted
small businesses, their owners, and
employees. Despite the importance
of this toward our local economy and
the numerous local residents whose
livelihood depends upon these busi-
nesses reopening, Mary Welander has
offered no opinions on these matters.

Welander’s opponent, Dan DeBar-
ba, has been candid on his feelings
about the issues. He supports con-
tinuing the use of school resource
officers and while he understands
there are advantages to school dis-
tricts collaborating, he supports edu-
cational decisions to be made locally,
by communities most impacted, not
by distant authorities in Hartford with
minimal ties to the community as a
whole. Dan DeBarba supports public
safety by opposing the defunding of
the police and believes that smarter
solutions exist to build a more just
and equitable Connecticut. DeBarba
is a small business owner and carries
the endorsement of the NFIB, who are
confident that he will be friendly to
our small businesses and help them
through these trying times.

TION 2020

If Welander wants to earn the sup-

port of her prospective constituents
she must be more open on such issues.
As of now, we know where DeBarba
stands, while Welander obfuscates her
positions to the voters and appears to
stand for very little, and would likely
be yet another rubber stamp for power
elites in Hartford at the expense of
our local community.

Deb Brutsche

Klarides Endorses
DeBarba

After 22 years of service as a mem-
ber of the Connecticut House of Repre-
sentatives, you may know that I've de-
cided not to run for reelection in 2020.
While I will greatly miss representing
the great people of Woodbridge, Or-
ange and Derby, I am very excited to
support Dan DeBarba as your next
State Representative. A longtime res-
ident of Orange and lifetime resident
of our state, Dan is well-acquainted
with the struggles facing middle class
families in Connecticut. If elected, I
know he will put petty politics aside
and do what is right for the residents
of our district and the entire state of
Connecticut.

Connecticut’s economic difficulties
were apparent prior to the COVID-19
pandemic and have been exasperated
by the pandemic shutdown. More than
ever, Connecticut needs lawmakers
with the financial experience to make
sound economic decisions and the
leadership experience to find balance
between state competitiveness and an
appropriate safety net. Dan’s record of
accomplishments as a certified public
accountant and health care executive
make him eminently qualified to help
Connecticut at this time of crisis.

In many ways, Dan’s humble be-
ginnings shaped him into the indus-
trious man he is today. He joined the
Connecticut Army National Guard and
worked as a medic to serve his country
and to afford the cost of attending
UCONN. He took a year off before
college to save money and worked
two jobs throughout his college years.
While at UCONN, Dan met his wife
Lynn, a nursing student from Orange
at the time. Like so many, they both
worked hard to pay the rent, save for
a house, pay the mortgage and raise
three children.

Before he served as Chief Financial
Officer of a New York multi-hospital
organization, Dan was the President
of both Norwalk Hospital and Dan-
bury Hospital. These qualifications
give him a unique perspective on the
challenges faced by healthcare profes-
sionals and their families. With these
qualifications, Dan’s readiness to serve
Connecticut is plain to see.

Dan was resilient as a young man
in the face of financial hardship. He
collected a decade’s worth of finan-
cial experience as a certified public

accountant and achieved much success
as a healthcare executive advocating
for patients, physicians and frontline
staff. Dan is committed to public ser-
vice and wants to bring these expe-
riences to bear upon C